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Hives 


will not wait 


When an accident occurs...when a 
part must be replaced... how many 
hours will your fire apparatus be out 
of service? 


Those hours are valuable. Appara- 
tus in the shop never put out a fire... 
and fires will not wait for repairs. 


A stock of service parts totaling 
half a million dollars is kept ready at 
the American-LaFrance service 
branches all over the country. Our 
records show that 85% of all parts 
needed, including every vital part for 
any one of the 6000 pieces of Ameri- 
can-LaFrance apparatus in service, 
have been shipped within twenty-four 
hours after the request was received. 


Setvice of this kind is one of the 
many reasons why 90% of America’s 
Fire Departments have American-La 
France apparatus. Write for descrip- 
tive literature. American-LaFrance 





and Foamite Corporation, Engineers 
and Manufacturers, Dept. A21, 
Elmira, N. Y. 











AMERICAN-|A FRANCE & FOAMITE PROTECTION 


A Complete Engineering Service 
for Extinguishing Fires 
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Before You Order Signal Equipment 
Get the Facts on 


Vibrating Bells and Buzzers 


Also on Electro-Mechanical Gongs 


Known the World Over as 
‘““The Best that Money Can Buy’’ 


Illustrated and Described in Catalog 48 


Have you already received your copy of Catalog 
No. 47 on Municipal Fire Alarm Systems and 
Apparatus, and Catalog No. 46 on Industrial 
Fire Alarm Systems and Apparatus? 


They Are Free for the Asking! 


Stanley & Patterson | 


Incorporated — Established 1884 
150 Varick St., New York 
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“Nothing is too good for fire 






service, and nothing but the 


t best will do.”’ — Ahrens-Fox 
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ero Weather 


means frozen fire hydrants to the fire 
fighter—a menace to ever-ready and 
complete fire protection that must be 
guarded against—a problem that 
must be solved if the high efficiency 
of your department is to be main- 
tained despite “King Winter.”’ 


However, the Ahrens-Fox Steam Hydrant Thaw- 
ing Device provides a happy solution. Designed 
by an experienced and practical fire apparatus 
engineer, it is more than making good for de- 
partments throughout the country. 


The diagram above shows the general arrange- 
ment of this patent Ahrens-Fox device, and we 
shall be glad to mail you literature telling all 
about it without obligating you any way. 


You will no doubt also be interested in know- 
ing why Ahrens-Fox apparatus is so popular 
with fire officials who place “‘Quality’’ above 
everything else in selecting apparatus to pro- 
tect life and property in their towns and cities. 








Complete Information on Request 


The Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine Co. 


“Builders of Quality Fire Apparatus” 


. . . 
Cincinnati 
Eastern Representative New England Representatives Chicago Representative Southwestern Representative 
J. A. PRESC CARLOW AUTO CO., HENRY R. EARLY J. ED. SCHMITZ 
Fisk Bldg., 57th & Broadway, Taunton, Mass. Hotel Woodmere, 3600 Commerce St., 
New York 4641 Woodlawn Ave. Dallas, Texas 


California Representatives, PACIFIC FIRE EXTINGUISHER CO., San Francisco, Cal. 
Canadian Representatives, THE BICKLE FIRE ENGINE CO., Woodstock, Ontario 
Pacific Northwest Representatives, A. G. LONG CO., Portland, Ore. 
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THE purchaser — of any product —is seldom interested in the 
character of the organization that produces it. He is concerned 
solely with the quality of his purchase and its value to his busi- 
ness. Yet the old-established, growing concerns are his chief 
source of supply, for the natural reason that they owe their 
growth to the quality and value of their wares. 
















"Wawona’ one of the must 


The Darling Valve & Manufacturing Company has been in 
mate neey A the valve and hydrant business for 27 years, each year growing 
a itaaia ati and expanding to take care of the ever-increasing demand of 
both old and new customers. 








Darling Fire Hydrants are built to give the very best service y 
possible under present-day conditions. They were especially G 
designed to meet the six essential requirements: i. e., greatest ve 
possible volume of water; to withstand hard usage; non-freezing; f, 
valve closing with pressure, preventing escape of water should y 
barrel be broken; adaptability to installation changes, and inside 4 
parts removable through top. be Nl 
Catalogs and diagrams sent on request. ¥ 


DARLING VALVE & MANUFACTURING CO. 
Williamsport, Pa. 
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New York Houston 
Chicago Oklahoma City 


DARLING 


FIRE HYDRANTS AND VALVES 
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This is an actual occurrence in a plant 
at Atlanta, Ga. (Name on request.) 











taf em cm 


~~ 


..- A blow in the dark, 


the plant unprotected 


ey HIS plant would have been without protec- 
tion but for the high efficiency and prompt 
operation of A. D. T. Night Watchman Supervi- 
sory Service. 


On May 5, 1928, the watchman’s 10:30 P. M. sig- 
nal was not received at the A.D. T. Central 
Office. At the expiration of the grace period, 
an A. D.T. Roundsman was immediately de- 
spatched to the subscriber’s premises. There, 
after much search, he found the watchman un- 
conscious, with his skull crushed by some heavy 


»ADD — falling object. The roundsman rushed the 
watchman to the hospital and notified the 
subscriber. 


A. D. T. Central Station Service is constantly 
increasing the efficiency of fire-fighting organ- 
izations by providing reliable property protec- 
tion. Recommend A. D. T. for positive 
protection. 


CONTROLLED COMPANIES OF 


American District Telegraph Co. 
183 Varick St., New York, N. Y. 
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This Fine New Engine House at Pleasantville, N. Y., Is Appropriately 
Roofed With Johns-Manville Asbestos Shingles 











Every 
Engine House Should Have a 
Fireproof Roof 





Every engine house should have a fire- 
proof roof—just as every building should. 
Whether the engine house is a detached 
pitched-roof building such as that pictured, 
or is closely shut in on a city street, and has 
a flat roof, Johns-Manville can furnish a 
long-lasting, fireproof roof. Engine houses 
roofed by Johns-Manville will neither take 
fire from embers nor scatter embers over 
other buildings. 





COVERS 
THE CONTINEN 


Johns-Manville Asbestos Shingles, just as 
they are used on homes, make perfect roofs 
for the small town engine house. For city 
stations, Johns-Manville Built-up Asbestos 
Roofing is ideal. Send us plans for any new 
engine house, or of an old one with a poor 
roof. We will be glad to tell you about fire- 
proof roofing suitable for the building. 
Write to Johns-Manville Corporation, 292 
Madison Ave., New York City. 


of ff ASBESTOS 


anville 


ASBESTOS MINERS & MANUFACTURERS 


Johis. 
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No Guessing as to Location with the 
Sterling Code Alarm Siren 


Shrill and distinct comes the number of the box from which 
the alarm is sent when you have a Sterling Code Siren 
Alarm system. Kepeated again and again, every member 
of the department knows the spot where danger threatens 
and is there with a minimum loss of time, resulting in a 
saving of property . . . and possibly life. 


Our Engineering Department will be glad to furnish you 
with detailed information on Sterling Code Alarm Sirens. 
Simply ask for Bulletin 660. 


Sterling Siren Fire Alarm Co., Inc. 
61 Allen St., Rochester, N. Y. - 
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MEWELL poss 
ite \Q29 CODEWELL 


A Distinctive 
Coding Alarm for 
Municipalities 





0/3 


List 
of Salient 
Features of 


“CODEWELL” 


Locates as well as alarms. 

Sounds, short, sharp and distinct code 
signals. 

Codes at the highest and farthest 
carrying sound pitch. 

Clearly separates digits, numbers and 
rounds of signal. 

Gives forth sound equally in all 
directions. 

Built vertically to increase carrying 
power of sound—according to U. S. 
Government tests, sound is louder and 
travels farther at right angles to the 
shaft than parallel to it. 

Can be operated from street signal 
station. 

Can be operated from a central trans- 
mitter. 

Can be operated from a test button. 
Thoroughly weatherproofed. 

Requires minimum of mounting space. 
Operated by a standard motor. 

Motor can be slipped out easily for 
inspection or repairs without taking 
CODEWELL apart. 

Requires minimum of attention. 
Lubrication needed only once a year. 
Built in sections—can be increased in 
size as town grows, from two, three 
to five horsepower. 

Easily taken apart when necessary. 
Motor will not overheat. 

Motor runs continually while code sig- 
nals are being sounded—no brakes or 
reversing of currents to wear, tear 
and burn out motor by constant 
stopping and starting. 

Easily installed by local electrician. 
Can be used with stundard box sys- 
tems already installed, with only 


™~ slight change. 














A substantial investment for any municipality having a volunteer or part-paid fire depart- 
ment. It locates as well as alarms. Short, sharp and distinctive code warns you of a fire 
and points out its location. The cost is within reach of even the small municipality. Write 
for a complete descriptive bulletin. 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


Newton Upper Falls, Mass. 
{ Box { Blo k 
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When Are Fire Departments Liable? 


The Law as to Liability of Municipalities for Injuries 


Caused by Fire Departments—Some Cases in Illustration 


By LEO T. PARKER, 


HE question of the municipality’s liability for acts 

of the Fire Department is an important one, and 

the following very clear exposition of the various 
legal phases involved in the question will be found of 
great value: 


Generally speaking, municipalities are not liable for 
damages for injuries effected by negligent employes of 
the fire departments in the performance of their duties. 
This is true because the operation and maintenance of 
fire departments is a governmental function. 

For illustration, in the leading case of Hammond vs. 
City of Atlanta, 103 S. E. 39, a bystander, who was 
watching firemen extinguish a fire, was knocked down 
and injured by a hose reel which was being operated 
by the firemen. 

The bystander brought suit against the city to recover 
damages contending that the firemen were negligent in 
failing to exercise care to safeguard the pedestrians. 

However, the Court promptly held the municipality 
not liable for the injury, saying: 

“A municipality is not liable for a tortious injury resulting 


from the acts of its servants or officers while engaged in the 
performance of their government duties.” 


Circumstances of Liability 


On the other hand, a municipality is liable for injuries 
sustained by pedestrians who fall in holes, trip on raised 
portions, or other defects in the sidewalk, negligently 
permitted by the city employes to remain in an 
unrepaired condition. 

Moreover, municipalities are liable for injuries caused 
pedestrians through negligence in maintaining fire equip- 
ment upon the streets. 

For example, in Hillstrom vs. City of St. Paul, 159 
N. W. 1076, it was disclosed that a fire alarm box fell 


Attorney-at-Law, 


Cincinnati, Ohio 


because its support had rotted. A small boy, about 14 
years of age who was playing in the street was struck 
and killed. 

The city defended the suit filed by the boy’s parents, 
on the grounds that the box was used exclusively by the 
fire department. 

However, the fact that the pole supporting the alarm 
box was located in the city street, resulted in the Court 
holding the city liable, saying: 


“In providing fire protection, the city is exercising a public 
or governmental function and is not liable for damages resulting 
from negligence in the performance of the duties which devolve 
upon its fire department But it is well settled that the 
city is liable for damages resulting from negligently permitting 
a dangerous condition to exist in its streets. This is a firmly 
established exception to the rule that a city is not liable in 
damages for negligence in the performance of its governmental 
functions. 4 If through negligence it fails to perform 
this duty and injury results from a dangerous condition in one 
of its streets, the city cannot avoid liability by showing that 
negligence in caring for an instrumentality used in the per- 
formance of a governmental duty is what brought about the 
dangerous condition 

If the city permits the dangerous condition to continue after 
knew, or ought to have known, of its existence, and after it Be 
had a reasonable opportunity to protect the public from the 
danger, the city cannot excuse its failure to perform its duty of 
keeping its streets safe, and relieve itself from liability for such 
omission, by showing that the dangerous condition of the street 
resulted from acts done in the performance of another govern- 
mental duty, notwithstanding the fact that it is not liable for 
negligence in the performance of such other governmental duty.” 


Negligence of Firemen 


However, “a municipality is not liable for injuries 
sustained as a result of firemen negligently performing 
their duties,” as laying a hose line from a hydrant to a 
fire. Nor has any other city employe or officer the legal 








taining fire equipment upon the streets.” 


ing their duties.” 








66 UNICIPALITIES are liable for injuries caused pedestrians through negligence in main- 
“A municipality is not liable for injuries sustained as a result of firemen negligently perform- 
“The Courts assumed that a muncipality is not liable for injuries effected by a city fire 


truck, unless the injuries are negligently inflicted when the fire equipment is returning to its sta- 
tion, without reason for careless and fast driving.” 
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right to instruct the employes of the fire department 
when, or how, or where the fire hose shall be laid. 

For instance, in the unusually important case of 
Gregoire vs. ( ity of Lowell, 148 N. E. 376, it was dis- 
closed that a pedestrian instituted legal proceedings 
against a city to recover damages for injuries sustained 
when she tripped over a fire hose which was left on the 
sidewalk by an employe of the fire department. 

The facts are that the night before the accident, the 
fire department responded to four separate fire alarms 
Karly in the evening a line was laid from a 
hydrant across the sidewalk into the building where the 
fire progressed. 

\t the time of the accident, the pedestrian was stand- 
ing a few feet from the place of the fire waiting for a 
car. When she started across the sidewalk to get onto 
the car she tripped in a bend in the hose. 

She testified that the street was lighted, but she was 
unable to distinguish the hose. She contended that the 
city was negligent because there was no guard or officer 
or warning of the danger at the point of the accident. 
She also argued that the testimony disclosed that about 
fifteen feet away a police officer was stationed, although 
he was not warning pedestrians of the danger of tripping 
over the hose, nor instructing the firemen where to lay 
the hose to safeguard pedestrians. 

In view of this testimony, the Court held the injured 
pedestrian not entitled to recover for her injuries, stating 
the law on the subject, in the following language : 


hose 


‘A defect or want of repair is anything in the state or con- 
dition of the highway which renders it unsafe or inconvenient for 
ordinary travel. The only negligence suggested by the 
testimony is that a bend or coil dangerous to pedestrians was left 
in the over which plaintiff (pedestrian) tripped. bso 
There is no evidence to show that this bend or coil was seen by 
any one before the plaintiff (pedestrian) tripped over it, or when 


hose 


or how it was caused There can be no recovery for 
injuries resulting from a defective condition of a street unless 
the municipality knew or in the exercise of proper care and 


defect and have remedied it. 
The hose was in the street for the lawful purpose of 
water from the hydrant to the fire. The firemen were 
performing a public duty and the fire department could exercise 
its own discretion in deciding where to lay its hose and how to 
lay it, and no other officer or department of the city had a right 
to interfere with the firemen in the performance of their duty. 
The members of the fire department are public officers; they 
have duties, imposed by the law for the benefit of all the citizens, 
over the performance of which municipality has no control and 


diligence might have known of the 


carrying 


from which it derives no benefit in its corporate capacity. The 
acts of such public officers are their own official acts and not 
the acts of the municipal corporation or its agents. A 

















Hose House and Apparatus of Wheeling, W. Va., Company 


members 


The company has a 


The 


and 18 manned by Six 
a residential part of the city. 


350-gallon pumper 
station is located in 
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municipality is not liable for the wrongful or negligent acts of its 
fire department or firemen.” 

Moreover, municipalities are not liable in damages for 
injuries sustained by property owners as a result of 
negligent acts performed by firemen in performance of 
their duties. This point of the law was discussed in the 
leading case of Rogers vs. City of Atlanta, 84 S. E. 555. 
Here it was shown that a tenant of a building brought 
suit against a city for the recovery of damages for 
personal injuries sustained as a result of stepping into 
a hole which had been cut in the floor of the building, 
which she occupied, by the firemen, who extinguished 
a fire in the building. 

It appears that the fire department came to the build- 
ing and finding smoke issuing from parts thereof, cut 
the hole in the floor either for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the character of the fire or so that they might reach 
it with water. 

The Court, after carefully reviewing the facts of the 
case, held the city not liable in damages to the tenant 
of the building, saying: 

“Even if the cutting of the hole and the leaving of it in an 
exposed condition was negligence on the part of the firemen, the 
city was not liable in damages to a person injured in consequence 
of the negligence. A municipality is not liable for the acts of its 
servants and officers in the performance of public or govern- 
mental duties.” 

Operation of Fire Motor Trucks 

Generally speaking, “municipalities are not liable for 
injuries resulting from operation of motor fire 
apparatus.” 

However, it is important to know that the employes of 
a fire department are expected by the law to exercise 
a greater degree of care for the protection of citizens 
against injury when returning from a fire than when 
going to a conflagration. 

In other words, the Courts assumed that a municipal- 
ity is not liable for injuries effected by a city fire truck, 
unless the injuries are negligently inflicted when the fire 
equipment is returning to its station, without reason for 
careless and fast driving. 

For example, in Fowler vs. City of Cleveland, 126 
N. E. 73, it was disclosed that a pedestrian, who was 
crossing an intersecting street, was struck and run over 
by a motor hose truck belonging to the city, which was 
returning to its station in the neighborhood where the 
accident occurred. ' 

The pedestrian was killed and his dependents brought 
suit contending that the city was liable for the negligent 
acts of the members of the city fire department. The 
dependents, also, introduced testimony to show that the 
truck was driven in a reckless and negligent manner, 
cutting a corner sharply at a high rate of speed, without 
warning, and on the wrong side of the street. 

It is interesting to observe that the lower Court held 
the municipality not liable for the negligence of the 
driver of the truck, but the higher Court reversed this 
verdict, explaining the law on the subject, in the fol- 
lowing language: 

“It would, of course, be conceded that if the truck had been 
owned and driven by the servant of a private corporation the 
liability would be fixed; and it is difficult to understand the 
justice of a rule which denies to a citizen the protection of the 
law and the remedy guaranteed by the Constitution when injury 
is thus done him by the servant of a city instead of the servant 
of a private corporation. It would, of course, be admitted 
that the municipality was under no obligation to provide any fire 
department, and that the matter of deciding whether it should 
have a fire department, and, if so, what sort, and the extent of 
the services that the city would render on the general subject, is 
governmental. No complaint could be made concerning the 
exercise of that governmental power. But when it has de- 

(Continued on page 1157) 
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What Should Modern Rules Include? 


Great Variety of Rules Applying to the Rank of Captain— 


Fourth of a Series 


5S compared with the rules applying to chief, assis- 

tant chief and battalion chief described in the first 

three articles of this series, the regulations pertain- 
ing to captain are indeed numerous. 

_ Two hundred and thirty-six different rules are found 
for this rank in the 41 reports analyzed. 

Of these 41, thirty-six have the following, or similar 
rules : 

“They shall, in their respective companies, preserve order and 
discipline, require and enforce strict compliance with the rules 
and regulations and the orders of their superior officers; see 
that the premises, apparatus, and all department property en- 
trusted to their care is in good order and kept neat and clean 
at all times; see that the personal habits of their men are 
cleanly, and each officer when in charge of a company shall be 
responsible for the good conduct of his men.” 

Twenty-seven incorporate the following: 

“They shall assume command at fires when first to arrive and 
shall exercise full control until relieved by a superior officer.” 
_ And twenty-six cities, or slightly over half have the 
following : 

“They shall submit daily, a service report of all fires attended 
by their respective companies during the twenty-four hours prior 
thereto. They shall promptly forward to the department secre- 
tary any change of address or telephone number by any member 
of their companies. On the first day of the month they shall 
submit to their Assistant Chief, a monthly supply report, a 
monthly motor report, and a monthly requisition for such sup- 
plies as are required for the proper maintenance of their company 
for the ensuing month. They shall, by Dec. Ist of each year, 
submit a complete inventory of all real estate, buildings, appara- 
tus, and all department property in or about their respective 
station, stating condition and estimated value of same. They 
shall prepare and submit such other reports as may be called 
for from time to time, and all reports shall be forwarded to 
department headquarters through proper channels.” 

Twenty-five cities consider the following rule as essen- 
tial to captains : 

“They shall not allow their apparatus to be driven at a rate 
of speed greater than can be maintained with safety; no racing 
in competition with other apparatus will be allowed under any 
circumstances. Existing trafic regulations shall be strictly ob- 
served at all times except when responding to an alarm of fire. 
No one except a member of the department shall be allowed to 
ride upon their apparatus at any time.” 

And in twenty-four cities the following is in force: 

“They shall politely receive and escort visitors, and make 
proper explanations, but shall not allow habitual lounging in or 
about quarters.” 

Twenty-two cities incorporate in their fire department 
rules and regulations, insofar as captain is concerned, the 
following : 

“They shall promptly report to their Assistant Chief, any 
incompetency, neglect of duty, disobedience of orders, or viola- 
tions of the rules and regulations, by any number of their re- 
spective companies.” 

While twenty-one show the following: 

“They shall, under the supervision of their Assistant Chief, 
inspect and familiarize themselves with the buildings in their 
respective districts. When detailing a member of their company 
for the purpose of making inspections they shall select the best 
qualified member of such duty under their command. The result 
of such inspection shall be recorded on blanks provided for that 
purpose and shall indicate any violation of the laws and ordi- 
nances or of any dangerous or unusual conditions.” 

The rules of twenty cities require that: 

“They shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed 
by their superior officers.” 

While eighteen cities direct that: 


of Articles on 


This Subject 


“They shall call the roll and inspect the members of their 
respective companies promptly at 8:00 a.m. each day, at which 
time they shall read and post all orders, details, and instructions 
for the day. This formation shall be conducted in an orderly 
manner; the members shall be attired in their regulation uni- 
form, properly aligned, called to attention, and carefully in- 
spected. Tardiness shall not be tolerated and any absence from 
roll call shall be promptly reported to their Assistant Chief. 
The outgoing Platoon will then be duly relieved and the incom- 
ing Platoon will enter on their regular tour of duty.” 

With regard to training of men, the following is in- 
cluded in the rules of seventeen cities : 

“They shall see that the members of their respective com- 
panies are properly trained in all that pertains to efficient fire 
duty, giving special attention to the training of new members. 
They shall hold or cause to be held schools of instruction, in the 
manner hereinafter provided.” 

The responsibilites and actions of captains at fires are 
incorporated in the following rules which appears in six- 
teen of the 41 sets analyzed: 

“They shall be the commanding officer of their respective 
companies at fires and shall direct the operations of their men 
under the instructions of their superior officers. They shall 
promptly report any dangerous condition to their superior 
officers.” 

The two rules following, likewise are incorporated 
each in the regulations of fifteen different cities : 

“They shall keep the front of building, sidewalk and street 
in front of quarters to the middle of the street, clean and free 
from snow and other encumbrances; see that the roofs and 
gutters of company quarters are kept clear of rubbish and other 
obstructions so that water will run through the leaders. They 
shall have company quarters, apparatus, implements and_ tools 
of all descriptions attended to and in neat condition at all times.” 

“They shall report without delay all accidents, collisions, etc., 
resulting in loss of life or injuries to persons, or damages to 
property, however slight, or other extraordinary or unusual oc- 
currences of any nature, whether happening to officers or mem- 
bers of the department or its apparatus, hose, implements, etc., 
at any time or place, or to the persons, or citizens, or to their 
property of any kind in connection with the operations of the 
department while proceeding to, working at, or returning from 
fires, or alarms, together with such other information as may 
have a bearing in determining its responsibility. The names of 
all witnesses, both firemen and citizens, should in all cases be 
given.” 

Fourteen cities provide for reporting loss of articles 
to superior officer in the following rule: 

“They shall promptly report to their Assistant Chief, the loss * 
of any article, and shall also notify the fire operator of such 
loss; should they find any article belonging to any other com- 
pany, they shall promptly notify the fire operator of such fact. 
The fire operator being in possession of the above information 
will be enabled to have all recovered articles restored to the 
proper companies.” 

Proper maintenance of company journal is shown by 
the following which is incorporated in the regulations of 
thirteen cities : 

“They shall keep their company journal promptly and neatly 
written up, subject at all times to inspection by their superior 
officers.” 

The following three rules are each employed in the de- 
partment rules of twelve cities : 

“They shall prohibit children from entering any building used 
for department purposes, unless they are accompanied by parents 
or attendants.” is : 

‘They will not allow members or visitors to speak disrespect- 
fully of superiors.” : : 

“Captains of Companies shall have full command and control 
of their respective companies. All members shall obey their 
order implicitly.” 
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\nd eleven cities make use of the following rule: of company will be held responsible for any neglect in the en- 
forcement of this requirement so far as it may be possible for 


“Captains of the first engine company arriving at fires on a , 
first alarm, shall secure a hydrant and lead out their hose. aie to do so. a: : 99 
Those in command of other engine companies will report to the Not permit parties or other assemblages in quarters. 
officer in command of the fire before leading out their hose. ive cities each incorporate the following eight rules 


unless it is evident that additional lines are needed. They shall for captain : 
secure the hydrant nearest to the fire from the direction in ; , ‘ or 
“Captains shall be next in rank to Battalion Chiefs. As com- 





which they come unless same is impracticable ; - : . 
: : - mandant of ‘shifts’ or ‘platoons’ they shall have control of their 
len cities of the 41 incorporate each of the two fol- respective quarters during their tour of duty, and all members 
lowing rules shall obey their orders implicitly.” 
See that all men, as well as officers, ride on the apparatus in Teo orde si whether written or verbal, will be read before 
oing to or returning from alarms of fire, unless it be impracti- the entire company at eight o’clock ~~ = land spina asses? ee and 
cin tt Genends oe dems tenia a altar anaain™ at seven and eight o'clock a. m. in Fire Boat companies, in 
i 1 | i . . . » 
in the Sournel dhall be aateved a telet tntere of cache Gene order that all me mbers of the department may become familiar 
happenings. : . W ith orders issued, ; 
ind Winttlesions of 30 clneme teeneniid to _ “They shall cause a floor watch to be kept as provided for 
(b) Accidents to men, horses or apparatus in the rule regulating watch duty. ; 
(c) Special duty performed officers, men or company hey shall make a personal inspection of the gas and electric 
(d) Delinauencies and insubordination : meters in their quarters upon the first day of each month and 
fe) Ovdeve received thaw and fram whom received keep a correct record of the amount consumed.” __ 
(f\ The exact time when members leave aad revern from “They shall be just, dignified and firm, being careful to abstain 
Drill School, Theater Detail or other special duty. from abusive or immoderate language in giving orders, as well 
(g) Unusual occurrence . as in their conversation with the men under their command, 
and shall promptly report any transgressions of laws, ordi- 
Each of the two rules below are listed in the regula- nances, rules and orders.” 
tions of nine cities “Captains of Hook and Ladder Companies shall have exclu- 
They shall see that the beds are properly made up each day °!¥¢ control and direction in raising and placing all ladders, and 
before 9:30 a.m. except that one day each week the bedding ‘Shall not permit their use by any one before they are in proper 
shall be properly and thoroughly aired.” and safe condition.” : ; ; 
‘They shall. subject to the approval of the Assistant Chief of “Driving over a line of hose unless absolutely unavoidable is 
their respective districts assign on f the members of thei strictly forbidden. : i 
company to act as Lieutenant during the absence of either of “They shall always be near their pipe to direct movements 


the compan) officers.” of the men, and give the signal to ‘turn on,’ or ‘shut off’ water, 
: . ; , and to regulate the force of the stream, and they shall not 

Eight cities of the group have included the following permit members of their respective commands to leave their 
six rules in those for captain post at the pipe, unless relieved by proper authority, nor permit 
thern to wander around the streets or in buildings while working 


[They shall not respond t n alarm of fire until reasonably ¢ fres.” 
; < Cs. 
atisfied as to its correctness. If the alarm is from within their , (To I ae 
; ; oO Ve net e¢ 
district they shall prompt respond with their men ahd ; 


apparatus ie 

In accordance with the City Charter all newly appointed 
members shall serve a probation of six months. Captains shall 
submit a written report to the Chief of the department at least 
thirty days prior to the expiration of such probationary period 


of any member ot thet respective companies Said report shall 
state as to whether or not said probationary fireman has proven 
capable and efficient Should probationary fireman be trans- 
ferred to another company the Captain will submit the above 
report promptly stating time of such service under his com- 
mand and full particulars thereot.’ 

“They shall see that all necessatr work about quarters is 


completed by 10:30 a.m. cail if possible 

They shall at all times be at their quarters, except when on 
regular leave of absence, at fires or alarms, or absent on depart- 
ment business; and shall devote their entire time and attention 
to the duties of their office 

They shall keep an accurate account of the property entrusted 
to their keeping Chey shall not surrender any property in their 
control belonging to the department without first receiving the 
order authorizing such surrender from the proper authority.” 


They shall regulate the meals and watch hours of their com- 
panies and see that the time allowed for leave of absence is 
strictly complied with, and that the members of their companies 
de not use their beds after 1.m. (time specified by various 
cities varied from 5:45 to 8 a.m except when sickness or 


fatigue from night duty make it necessary.’ 

Che following rule was found in the rules of but seven 
cities: 

“Promptly report their arrival to the officer in command of 
the fire.” 

The following four ru 
partments of six cities 


1 
| 


es are each employed in the de- 


They shall not receipt for ar inferior article, and if such 
is brought for delivery, they shall promptly report such fact to 
department headquarters. They shall forward all delivery slips 
to department headquarters within twenty-four hours of receipt 
of same 


“When a Battalion Chief is off duty, or detailed as Acting 





Deputy Chief, th aptain temporat ily assigned to act as Bat Flood Lights Aid Firemen at Chicago Night Fires 

talion Chief, shall perform all duties and assume all responsi- rhe oft ert . os j " ( ‘ ‘ 

} } ons otf th Battalion Chief. an ‘nforce such re old order changeth he time is rapidly passing when firemen wi 

yilities and functior f é ittalion vief, and enforce s be hampered by darkness in fighting fires at night. Many cities are 

orders as his superiors may direct equipping a special car with flood lighting equipment. Chicago has added 
“Always have in quarters and with company a sufficient num 1 “light wagon’ to its fire department The truck is equipped with 


oO 1 te roperly man the apparatus, and be prepared to powerful searchlights, operated by dynamos connected to a gasoline motor. 
ber i men to prope PI pre] Che photograph shows the bright light that the equipment is able to direct 
perform efficient duty when required. The officer in command on the face of a building. 
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The Rookie—His Physical Requirements 


What the Standard Qualifications for Candidates for the Fire 
Department Should Be—Suggestions for Fire Department Surgeons 


By HUBLEY R. OWEN, M. D., 
HE physical condition of the applicant for mem- 
bership in the Fire Department is a most im- 
portant consideration. The future fireman’s value 

to the city and to his department will largely depend 
upon his bodily fitness and good health and his own 
safety hinges upon the matter, also. The following 
paper concluded from last issue, is one of the most 
complete and informative contributions to this subject 
ever presented before an association of fire chiefs: 

It is a noticeable fact that many of the men are apt 
to take on weight soon after appointment. This may 
be because their weight increases with their years, but 
is more apt to be due to over-eating. Several years ago 
in a paper which I read in this city I mentioned the 
fact that the policeman was an easy prey to diabetes 
because those on the patrolman’s beat were often too 
generous and that the officer was likely to receive too 
many invitations or opportunities for repast. The next 
morning one of our daily papers had the head lines: 
“Don’t Feed the Policeman on the Beat.” So I hesitate 
to mention the firemen in this category. 

The friends of the fireman are not his worst enemies. 
As far as over-eating is concerned he is his own enemy. 
This condition has been brought about by the two 
platoon system which necessitates the men in the Fire 
Department to cook in the engine and truck houses. 
Not only do they eat the most fattening foods, such as 
lamb stews, etc., but a commissary in each engine house 
run by the men themselves allows them to drink pop, 


etc., at will. This has had a disastrous effect on the 
men. It is the cause of many of their physical 
complaints. 


The fireman should not be obese when he is appointed 
and obesity should be discouraged in every manner dur- 
ing his incumbency in the position which he holds. How 
can this be accomplished? It could be accomplished by 
periodical examinations of the men of the Department. 
We have held two such examinations. A man should 
not be promoted who has not sufficient interest and 
pride to keep himself in good physical condition. 


Question of the Nose, Throat and Mouth 


We next consider the question of the nose, throat 
and mouth, in which we hold that obstruction to free 
breathing, chronic catarrh or very offensive breath must 
reject. The mouth must be free from deformities or 
conditions that interfere with distinct speech or that pre- 


* Paper read before the 56th annual convention of the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs, at Philadelphia. 


Chief Surgeon, Medical Division, Philadelphia Department of Public Safety* 


dispose to disease of the ear, nose or throat. There 
shall be no disease nor enlargement of the tonsils, nor 
of the thryoid gland. The teeth must be clean, well cared 
for, free from multiple cavities. There must be at least 
two molar teeth in each jaw, on each side, and these 
teeth in good apposition for proper mastication. Jaws 
must be free from badly broken or decayed teeth so 
far destroyed as to render filling or crowning impos- 
sible. Missing teeth may be supplied by crown or bridge 
work. Where site of teeth makes this impossible rub- 
ber dentures will be accepted. At least twenty natural 
teeth must be present and pyorrhea will reject. 

This last paragraph has aged me at least twenty years. 
It is a bone of contention with every police or fire 
surgeon. Neither the applicant nor his friends can 
understand why a few bad teeth should keep a man 
out of the Fire Department or if he has well-fitting 
plates why he cannot be accepted. I am not going to dis- 
cuss the question of teeth in relation to physical fitness 
as the subject is at the present time too well known. 
Suffice it to say that many forms of acute and chronic 
stomach trouble, rheumatism, neuritis, etc., may all find 
as their causative factor diseased teeth and gums. This 
fact is so well established that it needs no discussion. 
In fact we are so firmly convinced in this belief that we 
are at the present time employing four full-time dentists 
and paying for all material used in order to keep the 
mouths of our men in proper condition. This item alone 
is costing our Welfare Fund $35,000 a year. 

I have been requested many times as to the reason 
for rejection of applicants for the Fire Department who 
wear plates or false teeth. My strongest objection to 
this is that a man cannot articulate properly without 
his teeth. Again, if a man is overcome with smoke and 
has his teeth in place one or both of the plates are liable 
to become dislodged while he is asphyxiated and totally 
occlude the air passages. It goes without saying that 
the men cannot sleep with plates in place, nor can they 
take time at an alarm of fire to replace these plates in 
their mouths. 

Diseased tonsils are in the same category as diseased 
teeth and may be the source of infection accountable . 
ior many diseases. We have during the past seven 
years removed the tonsils from 504 of our policemen 
and firemen. Men entering the Department should be 
free from such conditions. 

There is no want of applicants in our larger cities, 
so why not take the best of those who apply? There 
are many politicians who believe that the police and 
fire departments are charitable institutions and that their 








of physical conditions.” 








“THERE is no want of applicants in our larger cities, so why not 

take the best of those who apply? 
who believe that the police and fire departments are charitable insti- 
tutions, and that their constituents should be appointed almost regardless 


There are many politicians 
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constituents should he 
physical conditions 
men with 


appointed almost regardless of 
We have many requests to accept 
teeth, tonsils, ete., with the 
proposition that these faults be corrected after appoint- 
ment. In other words, the new appointee is to take the 
city’s time to have the corrections made. 


poor diseased 


Rejections for Goiter 


An enlarged thyroid gland is usually known to the 
layman as a goiter. This condition is prevalent in some 
our country. We do not have this factor 
with as frequently in New York, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore or Washington as those in authority 
in Chicago, Grand Rapids and other sections of the 
United States where the goiter is more prevalent. At 
a recent meeting of our police and fire surgeons, held 
in Atlantic City only three weeks ago, in a masterly 
paper read by Dr. O'Malley of Cleveland the acceptance 
of any man as a policeman or fireman who had an en- 
larged thyroid gland was decried. This view was also 
emphasized by Dr. Wildman, that most excellent Medi- 
cal Examiner of the Civil Service Commission of New 
York City. Acting upon the statement which has been 
made that only the best of the applicants should be 
accepted, I do not believe that any man should be ac- 
cepted with an enlarged thyroid gland even though the 
enlargement is apparently innocent at the time of his 
application. An enlarged thyroid gland is always a 
menace, especially when the man’s constitution is sub- 
jected to a constant nervous strain associated with his 
duties as a member of the Fire Department. 


sections of 
to contend 


Hernia and Rupture Should Reject 


Our next requirement was that hernia or rupture in 











Washington Firemen Purify Politics 
Some political writers have been harping on political “dirt” so often, 
that a crew of firemen of the Washington, D. C., department, actually saw 
to it that some of the dirt was removed. All is now spic and span at the 
government seat With the aid of a powerful hose stream, the season's 
dust was washed from the national capital as part of the annual bath. 
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any form must reject. This provision should need no 
argument. Men in the Fire Department are prone to 
ruptures. At least 20 per cent of our firemen who have 
been in the department for a number of years are rup- 
tured. This is due to two factors; first, increase in 
intra-abdominal pressure by the constant use of the 
sliding poles; secondly, by the constant strain of lifting 
heavy objects such as a line of hose, a ladder, ceiling 
hook, etc. It is, therefore, imperative that there be no 
evidence nor predisposition toward such a rupture in 
an applicant for the department. Any man who has 
heen operated upon for a rupture should have had a 
successful operation performed at least three months 
prior to his application. 

[t is not as important to reject an applicant for the 
Bureau of Fire who has flat feet as an applicant for 
the Bureau of Police with the same handicap. There 
is, however, one important factor to bear in mind con- 
cerning flat feet in the Fire Department; namely, the 
frequent instances of Pott’s fracture or fracture of the 
leg above the ankle, received most commonly as the 
result of faulty landing mats or fire poles. Those who 
have flat feet are slow to recover from such a fracture. 
This subject of landing mats and sliding poles was dis- 
cussed at the meeting of the police and fire surgeons 
at Atlantic City and the Association went on record as 
recommending in so far as possible the bungalow type 
of fire house or the adoption of a proper shute in 
order to eliminate the dangers of the fire poles. 

Importance of Height and Weight 

The question of height and weight as applicable to 
the Fire Department is most important. Opinions vary 
greatly. When I was first appointed as Police and Fire 
Surgeon it was my duty to examine all applicants, as 


at that time there was no medical examiner for the 
Civil Service Commission. The minimum height and 


weight was 5 it. 5 in. and 130 lbs. There were many 
men who were in the Department at that time who were 
5 ft. 5 in. or in certain instances some of the older 
men in the Department were even under 5 ft. 5 in. In 
fact some of our best men have been 5 ft. 5 in. or 
under, but I do not believe because certain exceptional 
men are of small stature that it should be a universal 
practice to allow a man in the Department under 
5 ft. 7 in. 

In 1918, during the World War, when many of us 
who were in the Municipal Service were also serving 
in the Government Service it was necessary to prac- 
tically let down the bars in the requirements to obtain 
a sufficient number of men to man the fire apparatus. 
The 700 men who were appointed in 1918 lost more 
time per man and we have had more permanently dis- 
abled men among those appointed that year than any 
year before or since then—showing the necessity of 
maintaining the physical standard. 

The majority of these small men do not appear to be 
able to stand the physical strain coincident with work 
in the Fire Department. The reverse is also true. We 
find that long, lanky men 6 ft. 1 or 2 in., if not pro- 
portionately built, lose more time and appear to sustain 
injuries more frequently than men of average build. 
It has been said as an argument for small men they are 
most helpful in sub-cellar fires. This statement I be- 
lieve is somewhat far-fetched. The best fireman is about 
5 ft. 8 in. in height, 160 Ibs. in weight, with a girth of 
chest when expanded 38 to 40 in. I remember well 
Dr. DaCosta stating that the best fireman is usually the 
type of longshoreman, muscular, powerful, rather happy- 
go-lucky, of cheerful disposition and with no evidence 


(Continued on page 1158) 
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Big Streams are Indispensible 


Large Volumes of Fire Require Large Volumes 
of Water—Suggested Method of Handling Fire 


HE fire described in the last issue in the series on 

administration, was built around conflagration con- 

ditions. The generally poor type of construction of 
surrounding buildings, together with the highly com- 
bustible occupancy, would make a difficult task even for 
the big metropolitan fire department. 

Blaze started in a junk shop in the early hours 
of the morning, and gained big headway before dis- 
covery. The operations of the department up to and in- 
cluding the first alarm are described later in the article 
together with suggested method of handling fire. 

The city in which the fire occurred has a population of 
approximately 250,000. It is located near the eastern 
seaboard, and has a well equipped, and well manned de- 
partment. 

The fire department consists of 22 engine companies, 
3 combination chemical and hose companies, 8 ladder 
companies and 1 water tower company. 

Water supply throughout the city is excellent, although 
the pressure is not quite sufficient for supplying hydrant 
streams. 

Response to Alarms 


The response to alarms in the section of the city in 
which this fire occurred is as follows: 

First alarm: Engine Co. No. 1, equipped with two 
pieces of motorized apparatus; Engine Co. No. 2, 
equipped with two pieces of apparatus; Engine Co. No. 
3, equipped with a triple combination ; Ladder Co. No. 1 
equipped with aerial truck and Ladder Co. No. 2 with 
city service truck. 

Second alarm: Engine Co. No. 4 equipped with two 
pieces of apparatus, Engine Co. No. 5 with a triple com- 
bination, Engine Co. No. 6 with a triple combination, 
and Ladder Co. No. 3 with an aerial truck. 

Third alarm: Engine Co. No. 7 equipped with two 
pieces of apparatus, Engine Co. No. 8 with two pieces of 
apparatus, Engine Co. No. 9 with a triple combination 
machine, Ladder Co. No. 4 equipped with a city service 
truck. 

Fourth alarm: Engine Cos. Nos. 10, 11 and 12 each 
equipped with a triple combination pumper, Ladder Co. 
No. 5 with a city service truck and a water tower com- 
pany. 

Fifth alarm: Engine Cos. Nos. 13, 14 and 15 each 
equipped with a triple combination, Ladder Co. No. 6 
equipped with a city service truck, and combination 
chemical and hose company No. 1 equipped with hose 
wagon carrying chemical tanks. All triple combination 
pumpers are of 750 gallon capacity. 

The pumpers in the two piece companies are each 
750 gallon capacity with the exception of the pumper in 
Engine Co. No. 1 which is 1,000 gallons capacity. 


Property Involved 


The diagram herewith shows the layout of the fire 
building and surrounding buildings. 

The building in which the fire started was a two-story 
frame dilapidated building used as junk shop, and well 
stocked on both floors with junk of various sorts, paper 
predominating. To the east of this building and ad- 
joining it was a 5 story brick and wood joist structure 
occupied by a marine supply store. Within this building 


large quantities of rope, tarpaulins, canvas, and ship 
hardware were stored. To the east of the marine sup- 
ply building and adjoining it were a row of 2 two story 
brick and joist buildings occupied on the ground floor as 
wholesale fish stores and by offices on the second floor. 

Directly to the rear of the fire building was a one story 
brick garage with wooden roof, having a tar and gravel 
finish. A narrow alleyway separated the garage from 
the junk shop, but plain glass windows were used at the 
rear of the garage. 

Other buildings in the immediate neighborhood are 
shown in the sketch. 


The Fire 


The fire apparently started about 3 a. m. on a hot sultry 
summer morning when the streets in this section of the 
city were deserted. The night man in the garage smelled 
the smoke from the burning junk shop, and upon investi- 
gation discovered the fire. He thereupon sent in an 
alarm by phone, to which a first alarm assignment was 
dispatched. 
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When the department arrived a heavy pall of smoke 
hung over the buildings in the fire block, and the smoke 
was so dense to the rear of the junk shop that the mem- 
bers of the department could not operate in the alley. 
Engine Co. No. 1 was placed at hydrant 10 and two lines 
were stretched to the ground floor of the junk shop, each 
being equipped with 11% inch nozzle. 

Engine Co. No. 2 was placed at hydrant No. 11 and 
a single line was stretched by way of ladder to the second 
floor of the junk shop from the Avenue A side. 

Engine Co. No. 3 was placed at hydrant No. 8 and a 
single line stretched up the alley to the rear of the junk 
shop, but due to the dense smoke which had accumu- 
lated in the alley, it was impossible for the men to see 
what they were doing, or to get near enough to do effec- 
tive work. This line continued to operate in the alley, 
but from a distance, and as subsequent events showed, to 
no advantage. 

The attendant in the garage closed the rear windows 
of the garage and walked around to see what the de- 
partment was doing. While he was gone fire apparently 
jumped from the junk shop through the garage, after 
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the windows had been broken by the heat, and gained a 
hold therein 

The department continued to operate under the be- 
lief that only the junk shop was involved, and was ap- 
parently satisfied with the progress being made until the 
first alarm assignment was ad- 
y one of the rooming house employees that fire 
Was coming out ot 


officer charge of the 


vised 


a skylight of the garage. 
Upon investigation the entire garage was found 
ablaze 
\ second and a third alarm were sent in in rapid 


ments noted above. 
assignment was the 


succession bringing out assign 
\rriving with the third alarm 
chief of the department 
In the meantime 
and third alarms was responding, fire 
the roof of the 
joist rooming house, 


while the apparatus on the second 
coming through 
garage swept up the four story brick and 
entering the third and possibly the 


fourth floors at the same time. It also swept up the 
rear of the five story brick marine supply store and 
entered the top floor of this building. 

When the first companies of the second and third 
alarms responded, they had on their hands four buildings 
ablaze: the junk shop, the garage, the rooming house 


and the marine supply store 
Suggested Method of Handling Fire 


Up to the point of assigning the second alarm com- 
panies, the operations of the department cannot be critic- 
ized, with one possible exception: The stream from En- 
gine Co. No. 3 operating in the alley should have been 


withdrawn as soon as it was found that it could not hold 


its position due to the denseness of the smoke in the 
alley. 
Instead, this company should stretch in two lines, 


with the aid of ladder company to the fourth and fifth 
floors of the Marine Supply building, to hold the fire 
from spreading in this building. 

These lines should be stretched by way of ladders. 

\ssignment of other apparatus arriving on second and 
third alarms would be about as follows: 

Engine Co. No. 4 at hydrant No. and stretch two 
lines to deck gun placed in front of garage building on 
Avenue B. 

Engine No. 5, 
stretched to deck gun also placed 
Avenue B. 

One of these deck guns can operate in covering ex- 


placed at hydrant No. 3 and two lines 
front of garage on 


posures to rooming house. 

Engine Co. No. 6, placed at hydrant No. 2, and two 
lines stretched to the roof of the two-story brick building 
alongside the garage, these lines being siamesed into an 
1% inch pipe, provided with pipe holder. This stream 
can operate on the rear of the junk shop, and also cover 
rear of Marine Supply building as well as wet down 
over roof of garage, if necessary. 

Engine Co. No. 7, to be placed at hydrant No. 5, and 
two lines stretched by way of ladders to the third and 
fourth floors of In view of the fact 
that fire has been burning but a short time in this build- 
ing, it should not have gained greater headway than 
would require more than two streams. 

Engine Co. No. 8, to be placed at hydrant No. 1, and 
two lines stretched to roof of two-story brick building 
alongside and siamesed into large pipe, to oper- 
ate on the rear of junk shop, and assist the line already 
in position at this point. 

Engine Co. No. 9 to be 
two lines stretched, 
pany, 


rooming house. 


garage, 


placed at hydrant No. 4, and 
with aid of members of ladder com- 
to the ground floor of the garage. If necessary, 
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either on both of these lines may be sent up in the room- 
ing house to assist lines from Engine Co. No. 7. 

The line already operating from Engine Co. No. 2 
on the second floor of the junk shop should be with- 
drawn, and second line stretched from this engine com- 
pany, both lines being siamesed into a deck pipe placed 
on Avenue A in front of the junk shop. 

It is believed that this layout of apparatus will be able 
to hold the fire. 

Both the junk shop and the garage building, in which 
the hottest fires are burning, will be covered with heavy 
streams while the Marine Supply store and rooming 
house, will be taken care of by smaller streams operated 
from the different floors, 

In case of necessity, either or both of the streams 
from engine Co. No. 1 at hydrant No. 10 may be 
stretched up into the Marine Supply building to assist 
the lines operating from Engine Co. No. 3. 

It is believed that the above assignment of lines would 
have held the fire and brought it under control before 
it had gained further headway in any of the buildings 
exposed. 





Rockland County Volunteers Hold Meeting 


\ regular meeting of the Rockland County Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Association was held as guests of Central Engine Com- 
pany, Centra! Nyack, N. Y., on November 9. The meeting was 
presided over by President Harry Williams of Nyack, Presi- 
dent Elmer DeFlaun of Central Engine Company. 

Walter 5S. Gedney, reporting for the Law Committee, read 
the order of Judge Wiggins denying ‘the petition of Fireman 
Henry Merle of Nyack. This was a case injury received in 
the line of duty seven years ago, when Merle, responding with 


struck by another apparatus, necessitating the 
his leg. Owing to the peculiar formation of the 
Nyack Fire Department, covering as it does three separate 
incorporated villages, a controversy arose as to which village 
was liable, inasmuch as the compensation law had not foreseen 
any such arrangement. Orangetown Engine Company, to which 
Merle belonged, is located in and maintained by the village of 


his outfit, was 
amputation of 


South Nyack, whereas Mazeppa Engine Company, which struck 
the Orangetown apparatus, belongs to the village of Nyack. 
The alarm was from a Nyack box. The village of Upper 
Nyack, although maintaining a company which is part of the 
Nyack Fire Department, could not see how they should con- 


this liability. So the three villages denied liability 
matter was referred to the County Association for 
The law committee secured the co-operation of the 


tribute to 
and the 
assistance. 


then Assemblyman Pierre DePew, one of the local active fire- 
men, and he caused to be enacted an “enabling act’? through 
which all three villages might legally contribute to the indem- 


nity. But in the meantime a committee of citizens raised a fund 
for Merle’s relief and now it is said the village officials consider 
that this lets them out and they refused to proceed under the 
enabling act. The Association then proceeded to action at law, 
deeming it more a matter of prejudice to the future possibilities 
than one of compensation for Merle, and in view of Mortimer 
Patterson, County Judge of Rockland County being also Vil- 
lage Attorney for the village of Nyack, Judge Wiggin of 
Orange County was appointed to hear the action. Briefs were 
submitted a long time ago and it was with difficulty that Mr. 
Gedney, acting for the Association, ever obtained any decision. 
Upon Mr. Gedney’s advice the matter was referred to the Law 
Committee and Board of Directors of the Association to deter- 
mine what further action may be taken. 

Chief Leo Biederman of Pearl River then introduced as the 
speaker of the evening Battalion Chief Buckley of the 11th 


Battalion, F.D.N.Y., who gave an interesting talk on fire 
control. 
Eastchester, N. Y., Department Adds Men—Seven new 


firemen have been added to the fire department of Eastchester, 
N. Y. The new appointees will be used to man the new appar- 
atus which is expected soon. 

Apparatus Speed Limited to Ten Miles an Hour—The 
speed of fire apparatus in Olyphant, Pa., has been limited to ten 
miles an hour due to the poor condition of apparatus. This rul- 
ing only affects one company. 
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History and Evolution of Fire Fighting 


Newsham’s Fire Engine—Some Early American 





Engines 


By FRED SHEPPERD, 
IG. 6 shows an external view of one of Newsham’s 
engines at the time of his death. The strong iron 
shaft by which the pistons were raised and depressed 

was continued along the top of the cistern, and to it the 

levers were secured as they were in the hand engines 
manufactured 100 years later. But in addition to the 
levers, sectors, like those that moved the piston, were also 
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Fig. 6—Newsham’'s Fire Engine, A. D. 1740 
fastened to it—portions of two of these are shown in the 
cut and there were two others near the up-right case. To 
their upper parts, two long strips of plank, or treddles, were 
suspended by short chains, and on these planks, six men 
who stood upon the cistern and held by the hand rails, 
alternately threw their weight, first on the treddle on one 
side of the carriage and then on the other, and thus aided 
the firemen at the levers in working the engines. The 
box or trough, with a grate in it, at the end of the cis- 
tern, was for the purpose of emptying buckets of water 
to supply the pump, when the suction pipe shown 
directly below is not used. 

The height of the stream thrown from Newsham’s 
engine was about 50 feet. He mentions in his circular, 
however, having thrown it an elevation of one hundred 
and fifty feet, which was characteristic of fire apparatus 
manufacturers claims of those times. 


Fire Engines in America 


The first use of fire engines is an important event in 
any country and may be considered as constituting an 
epoch in the history of its useful mechanism; moreover, 
whenever they are made, they indicate a certain degree 
of refinement in civilization and an advanced state of 
the mechanic arts. 

It does not appear that either squirts or engines were 
used during the time the city of New York remained in 
the possession of its founders, viz: from A. D. 1614 to 


* From a paper read before the annual convention of the Pacific Coast 
Association of Fire Chiefs at Sacramento, Cal., Oct, 1-6, 1928 
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1664. The volume of Dutch records preserved in the 
clerk’s office contains several enactments relating to fires 
and fire wardens, but no mention is made of instruments 
for extinguishing fire until 1648, when ladders, hooks 
and buckets were ordered from Holland. 

After New York (then known as New Netherlands) 
became a British province, ordinances were enacted in 
the year 1731 when two of Newsham’s engines were 
ordered from London. These were probably the first 
fire engines used on this continent. 

They seemed to have arrived about the first of Decem- 
ber of that year, for on that day a room of the city hall 
was ordered to be fitted up “for securing the fire en- 
gines.” On the 14th of December a committee of two 
were appointed “to have the fire engines cleaned and the 
leathers oiled and put into boxes, that the same may be 
fit for immediate use.” On January 2, 1732, the mayor 
and four members of the court were authorized to em- 
ploy persons to put the fire engines in good order, and 
also to agree with proper persons to look after and take 
care of the same. It appears that Anthony Lamb was 
the first superintendent of fire engines in New York. 

By 1748 several additional engines had been imported 
and were in use. 

It is not impossible that some engines were made in 
Massachusetts about the time of the Revolutionary War. 
In October, 1767, the people of Boston, irritated by the 
exactions and generally unfair treatment at the hands of 





Fig. 7—Early Fire Engine Built by Philadelphia Concern 


inonarchy, determined in a town meeting to cease im- 
porting from the 3lst of December following, numerous 
articles of British manufacture, among which were enum- 
erated anchors, nails, furniture, and fire engines. And in 
March, 1768, the Assembly resolved, “To encourage the 
manufacture of this province.” Hence it is reasonable 
to suppose that engines either had been made, or then 
would be made in the province. 

It was not until several years after the close of the 
struggle for independence that fire engines were made 
in New York and some other cities. They were made 
on a large scale later in Philadelphia, Boston, and other 
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cities. Small hand engines were formerly used but they 
gradually disappeared, the manufacturers confining them- 
selves principally to the largest. The use of buckets also 
was largely discontinued on account of the extensive 
application of hose. As the ordinary hand engines were 
merely force pumps, arranged in carriages and furnished 
with hose, it is not to be supposed that any radical im- 
provement upon them could have been expected. The 
pump itself was, perhaps, not capable of any material 
change for the better, and it was up to the period just 
prior to the Civil War essentially the same as when used 
by Herod in .Egypt, 20 centuries before. 

air chambers and hose were 
introduced, have differed from each other chiefly in the 
carriages and in the arrangement and dimensions of the 
pump. 

Fig. 7 represents an external view of the hand engine 
built by the Philadelphia concern. The pumps and air 
vessels were arranged as in Newsham’s engine shown in 
Fig. 6, but the piston rods were connected directly to the 
bent lever, which was moved by a double set of handles 
or staves. A number of men stood upon each end of the 
cistern and worked the engine by the staves nearest to 
them, while others on the ground applied their strength 
to the staves at the extremities of the lever. The staves 
turned upon studs at the center of the cross bar, and 
when put in operation, fell into clasps that retained them 
in their places. Provision was made to convey the stream 
either from the lower or from the upper part of the air 
chamber. 


Hence fire engines, since 


MASSACHUSETTS CHIEFS DISCUSS 
SHADOW OF POLITICAL ELEMENT 


Tentative Bill for 
for Consideration 


Action Presented 
Discuss Question 


Legislative 


Members 


of Insurance Protection for Motor Drivers 
By Harry BELKNAP 
UST how to remove political influence from the office of 
chief of fire department was discussed at the November 
meeting and luncheon of the Fire Chiefs’ Club of Massa 
chusetts at the Parker House in Boston President Selden R 
Allen of Brookline presided at the meeting which had a large 


attendance 


Seated at the head table were Fire Commissioner Eugene C. 
Hultman, of Boston; Chief Alfred L. Mead, of Quincy; Ex 
Chief Burt Jaquith, of Randolph; Supt. Henry Thompson, of 
the Boston Protective Department; Chief Miguel, of Manches- 
ter; and President Allen 

Eliot H. Goodwin, Civil Service Commissioner of Massachu 
setts, who was the scheduled speaker, was unable to be present 
owing to illness. John B. Gordon, of Chester, N. H., ex-chief 
ot the Haverhill, Mass., fire department, was elected to life 
membership in the club; and Earl G. Moulton, of the Ahrens 
Kox Fire Engine Company, was elected as an associated 
member 

Chief John W. O'Hearn, of Watertown; Chief Daniel B. 


Tierney, of Arlington; and Chief William C. Mahoney, of 
Peabody, reported as the committee that was appointed to inves 
tigate the best means of removing political influence from the 
chief of a fire department and offered for considera 


tion the f tentative bill for legislative action: 


office of 
jlowing 
iN ICT RELATIVE TO THI 

REMOVAL OF CHIEFS OI 


TENURE Ol! 
FIRI 


OFFICI 
DEPARTMENTS 


AND 


SECTION 1. Chapter forty-eight of the General Laws is hereb 
amended by striking out section fifty-eight and inserting in plac 
thereof the following 

SECTION 58. In every town in the metropolitan fire preven 
tion district, as defined in section twenty-eight of chapter one 
hundred and forty-eight, which accepted chapter two hundred and 
ninety-one of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and sixteen 
or chapter one hundred and forty of the General Acts of nineteen 


hundred and seventeen, or in which the provisions of chapter 


thirty-one wer on April third, nineteen hundred and seventeen, 
applicable to the chief of the fire department thereof, and in 
very other city and town which shall accept this section by vote 
of the city council or of the voters in town meeting, such chief 
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shall hold his office continuously during good behavior unless 
incapacitated by physical or mental disability to perform the 
duties of his position; provided, that in every such city the 
official having the power of appointment, with the consent of the 
confirming board, if any, and in every such town, the selectmen 
may, for just cause and for reasons specifically assigned by said 
official or selectmen, remove such chief, first giving him a copy 
of such reasons and allowing him a reasonable time to answer 
them in writing, and, at his request, appointing a time and plac« 
for hearing thereon which shall be held before such official and 
the confirming board, if any, or the selectmen, not earlier than 
ten days after the furnishing of said copy. At such hearing the 


chief may be represented by counsel and may produce witnesses 
Within thirty days after his removal, the chief may bring a 
petition in the district court of the judicial district where he 


resides, addressed to the justice of the court, praying that the 
iction of the removing officer or board may be reviewed by the 
court, and after such notice to such officer or board as the court 
deems necessary, it shall review such action, hear the witnesses, 
and shall affirm the decision of the officer or board unless it shall 
appear that it was made without proper cause or in bad faith, in 
which case decision shall be reversed and the petitioner be 
reinstated in without loss of compensation. The decision 
of the court shall be final and conclusive upon the parties. A 
copy of the reasons, notice and answer, and of the order of 
removal, shall be filed wth the town clerk. 

SECTION 2. Section forty-two of said chapter forty-eight is 
hereby amended by inserting after the word “hearing” in the 
eighth line, the words: subject to the provisions of section fifty- 
eight in and towns wherein said section is in force,—so as 
to read as follows 

SECTION 42. Towns accepting the provisions of this and the 
following sections or which have accepted corresponding pro 
visions of earlier laws may establish a fire department to be 
under the control of an officer to be known as the chief of the 
fire department. The chief shall be appointed by the selectmen, 


said 
his office 


cities 


Iwo 


and shall receive such salary as the selectmen may from time to 
time determine, not exceeding in the aggregate the amount 
annually appropriated therefor He may be removed for cause 
by the selectmen at any time after a hearing —SUBJECT TO 
THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION FIFTY-EIGHT IN CITIES 


\ND TOWNS WHEREIN SAID SECTION IS IN FORCE. He 
shall have charge of extinguishing fires in the town and the pro 
tection of life and property in case of fire. He shall purchase 
subject to the approval of the selectmen and keep in repair all 
property and apparatus used for and by the fire department. He 
shall have and exercise all the powers and discharge all the 
duties conferred or imposed by statute upon engineers in towns 


except as herein provided, and shall appoint a deputy chief and 
such officers and firemen as he may think necessary, and may 
remove the same at any time for cause and after a hearing. He 
shall have full and absolute authority in the administration of 


the department, shall make all rules and regulations for its opera 
tion, shall report to the selectmen from time to time as they may 
require, and shall annually report to the town the condition of 
the department with his recommendations thereon; he shall fix 
the compensation of the permanent and call members of the fire 


department subject to the approval of the selectmen In the 
expenditure of money the chief shall be subject to such further 
limitations as the town may from time to time prescribe 


There was discussion of the question of insurance protection 
for the drivers of motor fire apparatus. Commissioner Hultman 
spoke of the Fire Prevention Committee recently appointed by 
the Boston Chamber of Commerce and which he believes may 
be able to offer assistance ‘in securing desired legislation. 


Kansas Association to Form School 


Steps were taken by the Kansas State Firemen’s Association 
to form a fire school in Kansas. It will be held in conjunction 
with the annual meetings of the association. The fire school 
committee is now assembling information on the school. The 
members of this committee will meet with Governor Paulen, 
and Chancellor Lindley of Kansas University to present the 
matter. The next state legislature will be asked to authorize 
all municipalities to send as many firemen as they desire to 
the school. 

The short course will probably include some of the subjects 
generally covered by short firemen’s courses given in other states. 

The committee consists of Chief W. A. Buell, Parsons; Chief 
J. K. Bennett, Hutchinson; Chief O. Lind, Kansas City; Chief 
George T. Mohrbacher, Marysville and E. J. Stewart, Kansas 
Inspection Bureau. 


New Ladder Delivered to Niles, Mich—A Seagrave ladder 
truck has been delivered to Niles, Mich. 

Yonkers May Change Retirement Law—Yonkers, N. Y., is 
considering a measure whereby all firemen who have served for 
twenty years may be eligible for retirement, regardless of age. 
_ Tarrytown, N. Y., Ex-Chief Dead.—John McCutchen, a 
former Chief of the Fire Department of Tarrytown, N. Y., 
dropped dead of apoplexy on December 5. Chief McCutchet 
was 60 years of age. 
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Are Books and In a recent address before a_ classof fireare studied and understood before they occur, 


volunteer a small 


Blackboard of Use 
to Firemen? 


organization, 


town fire officer made the as- 


sertion that he believed instruc- 
tion by means of books and lectures illustrated by black- 


board drawings were useless and unnecessary, and of 


no value to the small town firemen. He further went 


on to say that, in his belief, fire colleges were well 


enough for training the large city firemen, but useless 


for the fire department of the village or town. All 
man needed, this officer claimed, perfect himself in 
skill as a fireman was drill with the tools carried upon 
his own outfit. 

out the 


tis. i 


It would seem almost unnecessary to point 


fallacy of such an argument, so self evident 


would be equally as absurd to insist that the teaching of 


arithmetic to scholars of the country schools is un- 


figures 
the 


necessary, as they can get all the knowledge of 


needed by going to the general store and buying 


groceries for their mother ! 
It is just as essential for the small town fire fighter to 
fire extinguishment as 


understand the fundamentals of 


for his brother of the big city. Practically the same 
basic principles obtain in the fighting of fires ip small 
buildings as in those of the sky-scraper variety. Of 


course, each kind of structure involves its own peculiar 
But who will say that the questions to be 


and 


problems. 


met in the extinguishment of fire in the two, three 


four-story frame or brick structure are any less com- 


plex or require any less study and careful consideration 
than those involved in putting out fires in steel and con- 
crete buildings. 

The old hit or miss days, when all a fireman was 
expected to do was to throw his stream of water on a 
trust to 


place has come the age of scientific and 


blaze and luck in putting it out, have passed 


away. In their 


sys‘ematic fire control, which the problems of every 


“SUS7 A LINE /” 






and in which the chief and his men know when an alarm 
comes in just what they are to expect in the blaze they 
are about to combat. Such knowledge, impossible with- 


out study and a thorough understanding of the theory 


of fire fighting, as well as a careful overlooking of the 
districts they guard, has done more to reduce the fire 
loss in both small and large departments than any other 
phase of the vast improvements in the science of the 
fighting of fire. 

Certain it is that mere drilling with the tools with 
which the average small town apparatus is equipped, 
without any theoretical instruction, can result only in a 
personnel of illy informed men, who will be utterly at a 


loss in the case of any unusual emergency which is apt 


to arise at any time in the work of the village fire de- 
partment. Isn't headwork of any value at all in fire 
fighting? We think so, and the experience of fire 


departments since earliest history proves, without ques- 


tion, that it 7s so. 


The Chief’s An legislation has 
Tenure been proposed by the Fire Chiefs’ Club 


of Office of 


Oo f ( iffice 


important piece of 


relative to the tenure 


the fire depart- 


Massachusetts, 
of the chief of 
This bill 


provisions, in case, of 


ment in the state. provides, in cities and towns 


accepting its course, it becomes 
safeguards are thrown around the 


lack- 


a law, that certain 


office of chief of the fire department, which were 


ing before. 


The bill provides that the chief shall hold his office 


continuously during good behavior, unless incapacitated 


through physical or mental disability to perform the 


duties of his position. The official having the power of 


appointment, however, with the consent of the confirm- 


ing board—if any exist—and of the selectmen, may 
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remove the chief for cause The chief, in this case, 


must be given a copy of the charges against him, and 


must be given a reasonable time to answer them in writ- 


ing. A hearing must then be held before the appointing 
the 


official and confirming board and selectmen. The 


chief is also given, in such a case, permission to bring 


the matter before the district court within thirty days 


after his removal from office. The court’s decision shall 


be final 


Chis bill should become a law, and other states would 
1 


do well to study its provisions. The chief’s office is too 


important a one to allow of its being made a football for 
selfish interest. If the efficiency of the fire department 


ead 


is to be maintained, its | must be independent of all 


influences which can in any way interfere with the care- 
Any 


other condition is fraught with danger to the department 


ful and untrameled administration of its affairs. 


ind the city it protects 


Vero Beach Has Active Department 





Located on the east vast i Fle rida, a city of 3,500, Vero 
Beach, Fla., has been able to enjoy a low fire loss because of its 
efhcient fire fighting organizatior 

The apparatus of the department consists of a 750-gallon 
American-LaFrance pumper, one American-LaFrance Brockway 
torpedo combination, one small hose truck, one chemical car 
carrying three 40-gallon tanks and a Packard roadster for the 
hief 

he personnel includes a chief, fire marshal, two assistant 
chiefs, four drivers and eighteen volunteer firemen. The only 














Members and \pparatus »f the Vero Beach, Fla., Fire Depart 
ment Grouped in Front of the City Hall 


nm uid a the chi ind a \ who work on twelve-hour 

ifts 

Although the compat has answered forty-one calls within 
the city limits and sixteen outside the district inside of ten and 
one-half months of the present year, the total city fire loss is 
but $ 34.50 

The fire department has practice and meetings twice a month 
It is active in the Florida State Firemen’s Association and it is 
hoped that the 1930 convention will be held in Vero Beach 

As a result of his experience with volunteers, Chief Charles 
LD. Toole offers the following advice 

Pick your compat members so as to have clean, live young 
men who will take an interest in fire-fighting much in the same 
manner as they do in amateur sports 

Have shows, carnivals, dances and so forth to bring money 
into the department treasury This fund will help finance an 
occasional banquet for the men and will help sick members who 
may have to go t hospitals This city carries accident 
imsurance on all member 

If the men come from good families and have a pleasing per 


sonality, 
towards 
that the 
them it 


they will be important factors in winning public favor 
the department. Talk to the taxpayers and show them 
money they spend for equipment right back to 
decreased fire insurance premiums 


comes 
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Be willing to help your neighbors at all times. This depart- 
ment has often made trips to points outside of the city limits, 
for which no charge was made. We have often received 
donations for this work. 

Our members, at all times, take keen interest in fire-fighting. 
Any evening, one can find six or eight men in the station looking 
through various fire department periodicals. 

In addition to Chief Charles D. Toole, the other officers are 
Paul Beindorf, assistant chief; James Barrett, assistant chief; 
L. A. Moeller, fire marshal and Glen C. Snodgrass, president ot 
the volunteer fire department. 


Once a Fighter—Always a Fighter 


Chief Patsy McCartin, of Colorado Springs, Colorado, has 
made a record for himself during the past 25 years as a fire 
fighter. But few of those 
engaged in the fire service 
know that before he fought 


fires he was equally success- 
ful in fighting lightweight 
boxers from coast to coast. 

The picture herewith, which 
was recently reproduced in 
the Wisconsin News, of Mil- 
waukee, Wis., shows Patsy 
McCartin in his prime, as 
the leading lightweight of 
the country. He fought them 
all in his day, and figured in 
more than one championship 
bout. 

Subsequent to leaving the 
ring, Chief McCartin entered 
the Milwaukee Fire Depart- 
ment where he got his first 
taste of fire fighting. Sub 
sequently he moved to Colo- 
rado Springs, Colorado, where 
he soon entered his adopted 
profession, and early pro- 
gressed to the top of the 
ladder He has been chief 
out at Colorado Springs for over 20 years. 
with shows Chief 
Association of Fire 
Chiefs know him—and, 
incidentally, he is a 
regular figure at the 
annual chiefs’ meeting 





Photo Courtesy Wisconsin News 


Patsy McCartin as He 
Appeared When 


in His Prime 


The portrait here- 
McCartin as the members of the International 


Three Incendi- 
ary Fires in 
N. Y. 

Three fires started at 
Union Square in New 


York City within two 
hours are believed to 
be the work of some 


pyromaniac, and police 
are seeking for the in- 
cendiary. 


Two young women 
and a man died as the 
result of one of the 
fires. At another place, 


a man who was trapped 
in his front room 
leaped through a four- 





foot space on to an 
electric sign of a thea- 
ter next door. And as 


Chief Patsy McCartin 


the crowds watched be- 
low, he climbed down 
on the pavement. 

Fire Marshal Thomas Brophy said that there was no doubt 
that a pyromaniac had been at work. He recalled a similar 
incidence in the same section four years ago when five persons 
lost their lives in a fire of suspicious origin set in a tenement 
in the early morning. No one saw who turned in the first 
alarm. 

\n incendiary generally turns in his own fire alarm, but in 
his case the department was without a clue. 


onto the marquee and landed safely 


‘ 
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NOTE—Readers are 


the order received. 


invited to send 





uestions and Answe rs 


in questions, 
Names are omitted from questions unless otherwise specified. 


which will be answered in 

















Dangerous Chemicals 
To the Editor: 
I shall indeed be grateful if you will answer the fol- 
lowing question at an early date. 


Question: What three substances will ignite when 
brought in contact with water ? 

Thanking you for past favors, I am 

Yours truly, 
TC. Bs. 

Answer: Lime, sodium peroxide and zinc dust, if Pee 
moistened with water, may evolve sufficient heat to ignite com- 
bustible materials in contact with them. Lime likewise reacts 


upon being wetted. 

Metallic sodium and potassium, found in wholesale drug and 
chemical houses and laboratories, oxidize so rapidly that they 
must be kept immersed in a petroleum oil, such as kerosene. Fire 
will likely ensue if these chemicals are moistened. 

To answer your question directly, assuming 
tionner had in mind the igniting of combustible materials due 
to heat generation, three substances which will ignite when 
brought in contact with water are: sodium peroxide, zinc dust, 
and potassium. Metallic sodium may be added as a fourth sub- 
stance belonging to this classification. 


that the ques- 


Massachusetts Promotional Questions 


To the Edivor: 
[ would appreciate having you answer the following 
questions in your Question and Answer Department, 


question being presented at a recent examination for 
lieutenant in Massachusetts. 
Thankfully yours, 

NAEB. 

Ouestion 1. \Vhat care and attention should be given 
fire alarm boxes and hydrants in winter weather: 

2. If detailed to inspect (a) a hospital ; 
building, what points would you especially note about 
each and why? 

3. State the purpose of and benefits from inspections 
of buildings by members of fire departments. Also 
state in detail how such inspections should be conducted. 
( Nott 


(b) a school 


and the 
E-pITor. ) 


Vassachusetts 
will be continued 

Answer 1. The special care which should be given fire alarm 
boxes in winter weather include frequent inspection to make sure 
that water has not entered and frozen, thereby making boxes 
inoperable; see that they are properly closed to prevent entrance 
of sleet, or snow, which would subsequently cause door to freeze 
up. Make sure that overhead lines where they enter boxes have 
not become displaced through sleet collecting on wire. 

Special care to give fire hydrants would include periodic in- 
spection to make sure that water has not collected in the barrels 
and frozen. After each use, fire hydrant barrels should be 
pumped out before closing. In the event that water seeps in to 
hydrant barrel through drip, which fact will be determined upon 
inspection, salt should be placed in hydrant barrel to prevent the 
water collecting therein from freezing. Hydrants must be 
properly packed and properly lubricated in order to secure satis- 
factory service from them during cold weather. In the event 
that hydrants do not drain properly, indicating that the drip 
valve is clogged, water remaining in barrel must be removed by 
hand pump, to prevent freezing. If force pump is available, drip 
valves may be cleared by attaching pump to hydrant nipple and 
blowing out any obstruction which may have lodged in the drip. 


Promotional Questions answers 


next issue 


Answer 2. In inspecting a hospital the following points would 


be particularly noted: housekeeping conditions,—on good house- 
keeping depends prevention of fire; condition of the heating 
plant and storage of fuel; condition and adequacy of fire equip- 
ment, such as extinguishers, etc.; condition of automatic sprink- 
lers, standpipe system and fire doors. In inspecting this equip- 
ment the operability of each would be taken into account, and 
notice taken of whether or not they were properly maintained. 
Particular attention should be paid to learn whether or not 
valves were properly opened on standpipe and sprinkler systems 
and whether or not fire doors were fastened with fusible links 
as required. Facilities for egress, too, would be given due con- 
sideration, special attention being paid to the adequacy thereof. 
In the event of fire it is always difficult to get patients out of 
hospitals due to their helplessness, so that this particular point 
should receive special attention. 

Other fire hazards which deserve attention are laundries, 
kitchens, paint and carpenter shops, medicines, oils, drugs, chemi- 
cals in storage, including such substances such as ether, alcohol, 
etc. Films used in x-ray work and other common hazards de- 


serve consideration. 

In the inspection of a school building, the following points 
must be considered: heating system, including condition of base- 
ment where coal or other fuel is stored; lighting equipment ; 


storage of damaged furniture and other inflammable material; 
housekeeping condition, including removal of paper and rubbish 
accumulating in basement; condition of halls and stairs with re- 


gard to egress; that doors are not locked, and that all are oper- 
able; that fire escapes, where provided, are in condition and 
ready for use; that auxiliary fire alarm system in building, if 


provided, is in good condition. 


It is most essential that rubbish be kept cleared out of base- 


ment, for many school fires start in basements around heating 
apparatus. Such fires, due to the inflammable nature of rub- 
bish, spre ad rapidly. In the event that motion pictures are dis- 


played in the school, attention should be given to the booth, from 
which they are projected—to determine whether or not it is up 
to standard. 

Answer 3. 
cepartment 
cient service 


Inspection of buildings by members of the fire 
enables the officers and men to perform more effi- 
through being acquainted with the construction, 
exits, fire elevators and other vertical shafts in the 
building, and the exposures on all sides as well as the occu- 
pancy and special hazards of businesses conducted therein. It 
also discloses any violation of fire laws. As the result of the 
inspection of buildings the officers and men are thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the building and its surroundings and can handle 
a fire therein intelligently. 


escapes, 


Inspections result in better housekeeping conditions in build- 
ings. The fact that fire officers inspect such buildings tends to 
keep the occupants thereof alert to fire safety. 
starts usually at the 
covers each floor in 


In conducting inspections, the inspection 
basement of the building and thoroughly 
order. Notes should be made of all fire violations, dangerous 
conditions, or conditions which might eventually develop into 
dangerous ones. Care should be taken to let no concealed spaces 
go unnoted, for frequently such concealed spaces contain the 
most troublesome items. After the inside inspection of a build- 
ing, an outside inspection should be made. Some inspectors sug- 
gest making the outside inspection first, but this point is im- 
material. Outside inspections should take into account expo- 
sures, general type of building, age, and general condition. 


Rockaway Served by Queens Fire Alarm System—The fire 
alarm system of Rockaway, N. Y., has been disconnected from 
the old central exchange and connected to the central fire alarm 
office in Queens, N. Y., part of New York City. This office 
is the most modernly equipped fire alarm exchange in the country. 
Commission Dorman attended the ceremonies that marked the 
transfer of the Rockaway boxes to the new headquarters. 





Tutwiler Selected as Headquariers 


RRANGEMENTS for the annual convention of the Inter 
national Association of Fire Chiefs got an early and vig 


orous start at a meeting of the officers and directors held 
Thursday, December 6th at Birmingham, Ala., the city selected 
for the next gathering While the executive sessions usually 
occupy two days, under the able and business-like direction of 
the newly elected president, Chief John M. Evans of New 
Orleans, all the necessary business was handled in the one day. 
October 22nd-25th, inclusive, was decided upon as the best 
time for the Convention and the Hotel Tutwiler selected as 
convention headquarters Che exhibits will be held in the City 
Auditorium, a large modern and spacious structure located but 
a tew minutes’ walk from the headquarters hotel. More than 
20,000 feet of space is available in this building and with a 60 
it. ceiling and no beams provides excellent accommodations for 


the exhibitors, espec ially those who may have occasion to demon 


strate the operation of aerial trucks. While the banquet hall 
of the Tutwiler, with a capacity of about 600, was considered 
suitable for the regular business meetings, it was decided to have 
the opening session, with its usual full attendance of the mem 
bers and their guests, at the Masonic Temple which can better 
take care of the larger crowd 
Committee to Arrange for Topics 

Che selection of a list of convention topics was left to a com- 
mittee consisting of Jay W. Stevens, Chief Frank C. Charles- 
worth, and Chief J. N. Sullivan Rather than decide on the 
topics at this meeting, following as it did so closely on the 
heels of the Philadelphia Convention, it was felt that careful 
study by this Committee would insure a more interesting pro- 
gram. It is planned this time to devote a half day session to 
the problems of the volunteer department and more time will 
also be given to the Round Table Discussions. To make this 
possible without overcrowding the program inspection of the 
exhibits will probably be confined to an afternoon instead of 
a full day as heretofore 

Memorial Report Tabled 

The report of the Committee on the proposed National Fire- 
men’s Memorial Building in Washington, a matter which was 
referred to the Directors at the last Convention, was tabled 
indefinitely It was felt that the Association is not financially 
in position to undertake this proposition which called for an 
expenditure of $20,000 to carry on the preliminary work of 
soliciting the funds necessary The same action was taken on 
the proposal made at the Convention to donate $1,000 to the 
Valley Forge Memorial 


General Business Transacted 


the Annual Proceedings 
was appointed to the Publication 


submitted for the printing of 


and I. H. Cass 


Bids 
were rejected 


Committee with instructions to assist in revising the present 
printing specifications on the basis of which new bids will be 
asked. The proceedings for the past several years have been 
printed at Kingston, Ont., under the direction of Chief James 
Armstrong, Chairman of the Publication Committee. It was 
also decided to include in the book this year the list of member- 
ship, a matter brought up at the last Convention. A proposal 
to supplant the Annual Book of Proceedings with a quarterly 
journal to include the transactions of the Divisional Associa- 


tions and at the same time taking the place of “The International 
Fire Chief,’ was referred to a committee consisting of Chiefs 
Sullivan, Charlesworth and Mulcahey 

Authority was given President Evans to buy suitable flags for 
presentation to those who received honorable mention in the Fire 
Prevention Contest reported at the Philadelphia Convention 
One is to be given in each state and the Secretary was instructed 
to notify the each to arrange with Chiefs 
for the formal presentation. Purchase of the banner authorized 
for presentation to the Divisional Association making the largest 
percentage of gain in membership, was placed with Chief Sulli- 


(,overnors mm cast 


van. This banner will carry the seal of the Association with 
suitable inscription as to the award 
Among the other routine business transacted, George F. Cobb 


of Boston was reappointed Traffic Manager of the Association, 
and I. H. Case, of Fire ENGINEERING, as Director of Publicity. 
Traffic Manager Cobb was instructed to arrange with the vari- 
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Chiefs Convention to be Held Oct. 22-25 


Officers I. A. F. C. Meet at Birmingham to Make Convention Arrangements—Hotel 


December 12, 1928 


Proposed Memorial Donations Tabled Indefinitely 





HOTEL RATES FOR THE BIRMINGHAM 
CONVENTION 


Tutwiler Hotel (Convention Headquarters) 


ED POU UNE BI 6 noice ccn vin ccnceeenecuwex $3.50 and $4.50 
Sk OS eee 5.50 and 6.50 

(With twin beds), $6.50, $7.50, $8.50, $9.50. 

Redmont Hotel 
SS ee eee $3.50 and $4.50 
Double room and bath... ...........seecevee 5.00 and 6.00 
Bankhead Leland Hotel 
ee Cees GR Wi vii cescveeebesaivesecs $3.50 to $5.00 
Pe SOM MI Gis oes cncitaenedwawdencas 5.00 to 7.00 
Molton Hotel (Opposite Headquarters) 
Single room without bath.................... $2.00 
Double room with bath... .........cccccccccccs 3.50 
Se DOOD WE WINS 6 oh 666s cceseucsandduces 2.50 to $3.50 
SRS WOON GE TEs ko vc 6. k's vc evacenscttuves 4.00 to 6.00 
Hillman Hotel 

Single room without bath................... $1.50 and $2.00 
Double room without bath.................. 2.50 and 3.00 
SUD SONI WD WIR oo i600 cc kcusccanecen 2.50 and 3.00 
Downie TOO: With DOE... 2... ccccccccccces $4.00, 4.50, 5.00 

The last four hotels are within three blocks of Head- 
quarters Hotel. The Thomas Jefferson, a new hotel now 


being built, will also be ready for the Convention and rooms 
will also be available there. 


hotels for a definite list of rates for the Convention in 
order to eliminate the danger of misunderstanding. Rather than 
have Mr. Cobb take care of room reservations, it was felt desir- 
able that the individual members arrange for their own rooms. 

At the suggestion of President Evans, it is likely that steps 
will be taken at the next convention to assist in the organization 
of a Ladies’ Auxiliary to function entirely independent of the 
association and having as its purpose a means of enabling the 
ladies attending conventions to get better acquainted. 

In order to stimulate attendance at the international con- 
ventions, President Evans agreed to attend as many of the 
Divisional Conventions he considered necessary. This was 
deemed an important move that should accomplish much good. 
President Evans also made it clear that he would be very glad 


ous 


as 


to write to mayors or commissioners in cases where a fire 
chief meets with any difficulty in getting authority to attend 
conventions. Chiefs desiring this assistance, which will of 


course be handled confidentially, should address Chief John M. 
Evans at New Orleans, La. 


Those in Attendance at Directors Meeting 


While in Birmingham, the officers were the guests of Com- 
missioner of Public Safety John Taylor, Chief George L. Akin, 
and J. E. Keith, who will be in charge of the Convention ar- 
rangements. Those in attendance at the meeting, which included 
all the officers with the exception of Chief Ralph Scott of Los 
Angeles, First Vice President, and Chief John Kenlon of New 
York, Director, were as follows: 


Chief John M. Evans, New Orleans, President; Chief J. N. 
Sullivan, Utica, N. Y., 2nd Vice-President; Chief J. J. Mul- 
cahey, Yonkers, N. Y., Secretary; Ex-Chief Peter B. Carter, 
Camden, N. J., Treasurer; State Fire Marshal Jay W. Stevens, 
San Francisco, Executive Secretary; Chief Frank Charles- 
worth, Providence, R. I., Director; Chief R. A. Bogan, Baton 
Rouge, La., Director; Chief Selden R. Allen, Brookline, Mass., 
Chairman Exhibit Committee; Chief James Armstrong, Kings- 
ton, Ont., Chairman Publication Committee; I. H. Case, Genl. 
Mer., Frre ENGINEERING, New York, Director of Publicity; 
George F. Cobb, Boston, Mass., Traftic Manager ; Chiet D. W. 
Brosnan, Albany, Ga.; Chief W. B. Cody, Atlanta, Ga.; Chief L. 
B. Hill, Bessemer, Ala.; Ex-Chief T. W. Haney, Jacksonville, 
Fla.; P. O. Herbert, Atlanta, Ga.; H. Green, New York; 


R. W. Joyner, Dallas, Tex.; Jos. Webber, Boston, Mass. 





| 
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SIX BUILDINGS DESTROYED IN 
BUFFALO WATER FRONT FIRE 


One of Worst Fires in History of City—Docks 
and Freight Houses of D and C Lines Burnt 
Twelve Hours’ Work Required to Control Blaze 


BOUT 350 firemen were called out to fight a fire that 
destroyed the terminal of the D. & C. Navigation Co., and 
six other buildings in that section. It is popularly believed 
that the fire was started by boys building a bonfire nearby. 
The fire originated under or near the northwest end of the 
wood and brick warehouse and dock of the navigation company 
on Election Day at 1:18 p. m. The blaze spread with excep- 
tional rapidity aided by a very high wind. The flames traveled 
down through and under the eight hundred foot long combust- 
ible structure which was more or less filled with new automo- 
biles. When the first company arrived, the blaze was going 
down a space under the first floor and there was a forty-five 
mile wind blowing. 
The property was not very accessible to the department. It 
was necessary to drag hose lines over long distances. 
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A second alarm was turned in at 1:26 and a third at 1:32. 
These alarms were followed by eight special calls. George W. 
Hedden, commissioner of fire, was in charge at the fire. 

In all there were at the fire thirty-one pumpers, one fire boat 
of 4,000-gallon capacity, two high pressure companies, thirteen 
ladder companies, one squad company, two water towers. At 
times there was but two pumpers, one hose and one squad com- 
pany in quarters. Ten chief fire department officers responded 
to the calls. 

Nearly ninety streams were used, including twenty lines 
supplied by the high pressure fire system which supplied from 
three to six thousand gallons a minute at from 150 to 175 
pounds pressure. 

Across the street from the water front property, five-story 
buildings were subject to intense direct heat. Firebrands fell 
on the poorly constructed roofs and required constant attention. 
Roof troubles developed faster than men who could be assigned 
with lines, arrived with incoming companies. Old idle buildings 
of a soap works which had poor wooden roofs, could not all be 
covered. At the time these old buildings caught on fire, appa- 
ratus was badly needed on places east of Main street. Burning 
brands finally found access to an elevator where the old grease 
soaked wood burnt with great rapidity. Good work saved the 
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Two Views of the Buffalo Water Front Fire That Developed 


Lloyd street buildings as well as a four-story sprinklered bed 
factory building 

\ group of ancient three to five-story brick buildings between 
Prime, Hanover and Main streets required an assignment of 


several companies to safeguard them while the warehouses were 
being covered 

Several three to five-story buildings, some nearly one hundred 
years old, on the east side of Main street south of Perry, were 
deluged with firebrands. Fire started at cornices and window 
rames his required immediate attention and at the same 
time, men were needed at the soap factory 

The only fires of any consequence, according to department 
officials, were the four-story brick lodging house on Main street, 
ind partial damage to other buildings 

Che department was praised for preventing a very serious firs 


under adverse conditions of high wind, large combustible areas, 
difficult accessible buildings, lack of fire boat equipment, and 
he many fires from burning brands 

Fire raged all afternoon and evening. Property of the Row 
land Transportation Co. was saved by forming a brigade among 
the employees, and assigning them to the roofs with buckets 
and axes 

Thousands were attracted the fire by the heavy smoke that 
hung er the cit There was a shortage of policemen as 

inv had bee a ed tut it ft irious election booths, 

The water supply was good and there was a reasonable num 
er of hydrants availabk \bout 37,000 feet of hose were used 
ther thar the SIX thousand teet of 3 inch hose Several 
tow lunteered to assist but outside aid was not required 

\ casual estimate t ima 1as been placed at $1,000,000. 
On dred automobiles were destroved in the warehouse of 
the Detr nd Clevela Na ition | pier This was con 

dd na t he t t ng n the history of the city 


WHAT’S BURNING 

HE followine list includes fires of $25,000 loss and 
I over in the United States and Canada, for the periods 
designated in the headings. These figures, compiled 
from telegraphic reports, are based on estimates made at the 
time, and are subject to later investigation and consequent 
revision. Taken as a whole, however, they give an approxi- 
mately correct view of the losses incurred. The figures 

represent loss in thousands. 


Week Ending November 30 





LEXINGTON. KY Office of Consolidated Coach Corp 200 
FAIRMOUNT, IND thigs. of Superior Paper Co 80 
FRANKLIN. PA Hampton Station of Mars Oil Co 5 
LINCOLN ge tethany Christian Church destroyed 65 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF.—Plant of U. 8S. Bag Supply Co Mw 
SOUTH BOSTON. VA Property f Johnson Tobacco Co 60 
CAMDEN, N J Woolworth store damaged 10 
LAKE FOREST, ILI Ilome of L Hq Armour damaged 25 
NEWARK, N. J Office of et e Co ‘ ‘ 25 
BENJAMIN reEX Swift ott gin destroved > 20 
MONROE, WASH Whees. of i. C. Robinson 65 
LINCOLN, NEBR Rethany Church destroved 65 
ATLANTIC CITY. N. J McCrory Co. store gv 
HAVERHILL, MASS Academy of Music Theatre . 550 
OMAHA, NEBR Residence of Dr. C. N. Moore ‘ 25 
LOUISVILLE, KY. Plant of Louisville Pottery Co 40 
BROOKLYN, N. ¥ Forest Box & Lumber Co. & adj. property 400 
NEW LONDON, CONN Tate Pier damaged o< so 
GROTTO. WASH Business property destroyed . o« 10 
LOTHATR, KY Lothair State Bank Bldg - 2 
PITTSFIELD, MASS Union Square Theatre destroyed 80 


Into a Serious Conflagration and Spread to Many Buildings 














HORSE CAVE, KY.—Whse. of Loose Leaf Tobacco Co... 60 
PRINCE TON, N. J.—School of Science, Princeton University. 170 
QUINCY, MASS B. ce TORT WRTGNN s occ cc ta ccccoccees 40 
HOUSTON, TEX Business section damaged................ 80 
ESSINGTON, PA.—Rosegarden Inn destroyed.........+....4. 40 
PACOLET, 8. C Pe Co, WOE, orbs cacecnncteeeaes 25 
i AWRENCE, MASS.—tThree business blocks damaged......... 350 
‘ALAIS, ME.—N. A. Olsson store damaged................- 2h 
WINDSOR. ONT.—McLean Lumber Co. yard........cceceses 40 
Week Ending December 8 
ALLENTOWN, PA Main plant of Hill Company............ 40 
SOUTH AMHERST, OHIO Plant of Ohio Cut Stone Co...... 165 
ZEIGLER, ILL 3usiness property damaged..............+- 25 
LAMBERT, MISS Plant of Farmers Gin Co..........e.e00:. 30 
MERIDIAN, MISS.—Bldg. at 2209 Fourth St...............6. 30 
BARROW, WISC.—A. C. Breitengross bldg...............++..- 30 
BESSEMER, PA Plant of Metropolitan Brick Co............ 200 
POTTS >} PA Bldg. occupied by Montgomery Ward..... 400 
MILW 1 WISC.—Bldg. at 1001-5 Winnebago St........ 80 
E. RIVERTON, N. J.—Riverton Ice & Cold Storage plant..... 25 
TALLADBGA, ALA.—Foster Hall, at Presbyterian Home..... 5 
QUITAQUE, TEX Ozark Inn, Hotel Dell, adj. property...... 
ANNISTON, ALA Boozer Lumber Co. property............ 
LONOKE, ARK Two DUMIEMSD GOBtTeGS. «ac ccccccsceovscs 
SUMATRA, MONT Two hotels and general store............ 
ACMETONIA, PA.—Garage property of J. Hodel............. 
WORCESTER, MASS Tenement house damaged............. 
SUFFERN, N. Y Business property owned by J. Cerverie.... 
MAGAZINE, ARK ~~~ bldg. and adj. property......... 
GRACE, IDAHO lig school bldg. destroyed............+..- 
sabe wl TEX ae property of J. G. MeDonald.... 
‘S.-Anchor and Ark Masonic Bldg.... 
Rodes Burford Furniture Co...... 
rr: “aver Block, Victoria Ave........... 
P hI ADE LPHIA, “PA Crew Levick Co., Pettys Island...... 
LOUISBURG, N. ¢ Louisburg College damaged............+. 
TE ig. of Buchanan Bros............. 
BESTS GOSCTOTOR. .cccccesisces 
FA d iL arn at race track destroyed..... 
HAR’ ‘ FORD, CONN Hotel Trumbull Bldg. damaged........ 
SALINA, KAN The Heyward store, adj. property.......... 
PHELPS, N.Y Piant of Empire State Pickling Co.......... 
ST. LOUIS, MO Whse. of Ganahl Lumber Co. See 
CHICAGO a - Bidg. oceupied by Jordan Paper Co......... 
SHELBYVILLE, TENN Main bldg. of Tate School destroyed = 25 
INDIANAPOL Ta. IND.—-Tiffany Laundry, MeLean Place...... 30 
KOKOMO, IND Wirick Dept. Store damaged........... 41) 
CONVOY, OFLO Long & Marshall Grain elevator........... 30 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN Stock of Kund Aslesen Co.......... 40 
SMITHTON, MO High School and adj. property............ 40 
ATLANTA, GA Section of Atlanta Union Stock Yards....... 30 


Illinois Firemen to Arrange Exhibits 


\lbert Herring, clef of fire department, Murphysboro, Ill., 
has been selected to serve as chairman of the exhibit committee 
by the executive board of the Illinois Firemen’s Association. 
The annual convention will be held in Joliet, Ill., in September. 

The association realizes the importance of exhibits at a 
gathering. The exhibits and the business sessions will be held 
in the same building. In this way, it is believed the convention 
will be of maximum benefit to both the firemen and exhibitors. 
The other members of the — committee are Chiefs Thomas 
Blake of Rockford, Ill, and S. T. Lowery of Decatur, III. 


W. E. Patterson Rigged for Hobby—William FE. Patter- 
son, Pittsburgh correspondent for Fire ENGINEERING, has been 
teased a local newspaper columnist for his hobby of collect- 
ing fire photographs. Mr. Patterson has pictures in his collec- 
tion that date back to 1898. All told, he has two hundred pic- 
tures, some taken by himself and others by newspaper men. The 
iccount “When not ‘Shooting’ fires and fulfilling his offi- 
cial duties, he takes time to write articles for Fire ENGINEERING, 
the technical paper for fire-fighters.” 


states, 
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Buffalo Type 50—500 Gallon Pumper 


Buffalo Pumpers are the most highly developed in design, construction and engineering standards and are 
intended for municipality, community and township fire protection. 


Buffalo Pumpers are also noted for their efficiency and their great abundance of reserve power. They 
are pumpers with stamina and speed. All the above have to be credited for bringing great pumping 
merits for Buffalo Pumpers. 


Buffalo Pumpers are given great and careful attention when under construction at our factory by engineers, 
both mechanical and designing, who have been in contact with the construction of pumpers for years. 


Buffalo Pumpers range from 300 gallon capacity to 1000 gallon capacity. 
IF YOU WANT SOMETHING BETTER BUY “BUFFALO” 


Write for detailed specifications 


BUFFALO FIRE APPLIANCE CORP. 
44 CENTRAL AVE. BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Manufacturers of all types of Fire Apparatus 

















HARRINGTON-SEABERG 
FIRE ALARM WHISTLE 








Fire Apparatus 
Fire Department Ladders 
| Fire Fighting Appliances 1A 3 -—“Sixtette” Whistle 


The Harrington-Seaberg I A 3 —‘‘Sixtette’’ Fire 
Alarm Whistle is the one whistle that can not 
Dependable Fire Ladders, Drill be confused with other whistles or noise. Oper- 





ates from 100 blast capacity storage reservoir, 


: thus assuring positive operation even tho elec- 
Door Openers, Battering Rams, tric current may be shut off for 24 hours. 


Fire Hooks, and Chemical Tank Can be coded and firemen directed to exact 


| Tower Equipment, Life Belts, 
| Equipment. location of fire without loss of time. 


| Write today for complete descrip- 
tion of this new fire alarm whistle. 


Write us when interested 
| HARRINGTON-SEABERG CORPORATION 


| Municipal Signal Manufacturers 


| Combination Ladder Co., Inc. DEPT. G, MOLINE, ILLINOIS 


. Offices in Principal Cities 
| 381 Fountain St., Providence, R. I. Fire Alarm, Police and Traffic Signal Equipment 
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hear You Coming? 


You can MAKE THEM HEAR you by using 
the same type of signal that is being used by 
the Locomotive. And why not? For 75 years 
the great American Railroads have been using 
WHISTLES to attract attention to an approach- 
ing train. If more effective warning signals 
existed, the railroads would be using them 
today—for they are spending millions annually 
to prevent the DESTRUCTION of LIFE and 
PROPERTY. Our Engineering Department 
has now made it possible for Fire Apparatus 
to also enjoy the protection of 


BUCKEYE ‘WHISTLES 
A Warning Signal that Warns 


BUCKEYE IRON & BRASS WORKS ~ DAYTON.OHIO 





La 
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The Burrell All Service 
GAS MASK 








The Standard for the 
Fire Fighters of America 


The Burrell All Service Gas Mask is the only 
mask approved by the United States Govern- 
ment for complete protection against Carbon 
Monoxide, Ammonia and every known pois- 
onous gas. Write for Bulletin No. 121. 











AHine Satety ) Appliances Co. 
Braddock AveéThamas Blvd. Pittsburgh, Pa. 




















MATHEWS 


(Reg. U. S. Pat. Off.) 


FIRE HYDRANTS 


for 
and 
HIGH PRESSURE 
Service 
NOTE— 
The positive waste value. 
All operating threads are dry, being 
above the stuffiing-box. 
No toggles, no small, quick-wearing 
parts. 


All moving parts are bronze or bronze- 
bushed. 


The outside casing permits replacing 
a two-way standpipe with a steamer and 
two-way standpipe without digging up 
the ground. 


An easily installed 
EXTENSION SECTION 


readily adapts them to new grade. 





VALVES and BOXES 
CAST IRON PIPE 
(Sand-Cast or “Sand-Spun’’) 
FITTINGS 


R. D. WOOD & CO., Phila., Pa. 

















Preserve Y our Copies 


Every issue, as you know, is packed full 
of interesting and authoritative data, 
ideas, news, etc., that you like to keep 
handy for ready reference. Why not 
keep them all together in a _ binder? 
You'll find this special one a great con- 
venience. The cost is only $1.75 and 
many of our subscribers are already 
using them. What about you? 





Address: 
Book Department, 
Fire Engineering 
225 W. 34th St. N. Y. C. 
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Are Fire Departments Liable? 
1140) 


termined all of these matters, and has placed an instrument upon 
its streets which when negligently and carelessly operated, is 
dangerous to the lives of its citizens, then the operation of this 
dangerous instrument, while governmental, as being operated by 
the government for the public welfare, yet is ministerial and 
proprietary. It is performed by agents who as such have no 
part in the decision or determination of the sovereign will. Their 
relation is precisely the same as the agent of a private person, 
when the functions of the government were negative rather than 
positive, the results of non-liability for any and every act did not 
attract close attention or injury It must be remembered 
that the liability in any case could only arise where there was a 
duty to exercise care towards the public and towards the injured 
person under the circumstances of the particular case, and where 
there was a wrongful violation of that duty by an act which was 
the proximate cause of the injury to the plaintiff (pedestrian) 
who must himself have been without fault. But we hold 
that where a wrongful act, which has caused injury, was per- 
formed by the servants of a municipality in the performance of a 
purely ministerial act, which was the proximate cause of the 
injury, without fault on the part of the injured person, the 
municipality is liable, and the fact that it derives no pecuniary 
profit from the thing done does not change the rule. . . . The 
municipalities of the state, are merely agents of the sovereign 
when they exercise governmental functions, and where em- 
ployes of a fire department, while on their way to a conflagra- 
tion, menacing the city, when the lives of its citizens may be 
imperiled by the loss of a few seconds time, do commit an act of 
negligence, such act should not cast upon the municipality, 
a civil liability, unless it is expressly imposed upon the munici- 
pality by the state.” 


(Continued from page 


Courts Disagree 


And yet the Courts in various localities differ on the 
law with respect to the liability of a city for injuries 
negligently effected by a fire truck returning from a fire, 
although all Courts agree that no liability exists when 
the accident occurs while the vehicle is making a run. 

For instance, in Bradley vs. Oskaloosa, 188 N. W. 
896, a city was held not liable for injuries effected (1) 
by fire apparatus negligently returning from a fire; (2) 
injuries resulting from the municipality amine 
motor vehicles to be parked on the street, thereby 
obstructing the pedestrian’s view of the approaching fire 
truck; and (3) for failure to provide adequate traffic 
supervision by police officers of the traffic for protection 
of pedestrians. 

In this case, it was disclosed that a pedestrian was 
killed when struck and run over by a municipal fire 
engine which was negligently operated at an excessive 
rate of speed when returning from a fire. Also, it was 
shown that the city permitted automobiles to be parked 
on the street, near the place of the accident, which 
prevented the pedestrian from seeing the fire engine 
when it approached. 

It is interesting to observe that in this case the Court 
held the dependents of the deceased pedestrian not 
entitled to recover damages for the latter’s death, and 
cited the law on the subject, as follows: 

“A municipality is under no obligation to provide for a fire 
department in order to protect the property of its residents. 
Whether a city shall have its own fire department, or what shall 
be its character or extent, is governmental, and it is the 
recognized rule that the employes in the conduct and operation of 


the fire department of a city are not the agents and servants of 
the city, but that they act as officers charged with a public serv- 
ice for whose negligence no action will lie against the city 


a city is not liable for a lack of proper ordinances or administra- 
tive provisions. The parking of cars upon the streets of the city 
does not constitute a nuisance. Streets may be lawfulfully used 
for other purposes than for locomotion of pedestrians and 
vehicles. The evidence does not disclose that there was 
anything to obstruct the view of the approaching fire engine to 
a person attempting to cross the street in question at the time 
decedent (pedestrian) was struck. Furthermore, the matter of 
police supervision of traffic on public streets is a governmental 
function, and for a failure to Leen for traffic supervision a 
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city is not liable. 
liability.” 


The policy of government is against municipal 


Common Law Liability for Injuries Sustained 


The non-liability of municipalities for damages 
effected in performance of its governmental duties 
applies with respect to injuries sustained by firemen. 

For example, in the recent case of Board of Council- 
men of City of Frankfort, vs. Bowen, 265 S. W. 785, 
it was disclosed that an employe of a fire department, 
while riding on top of a truck of the fire department, 
collided with an overhead railroad trestle and received 
injuries from which he died. 

One of the firemen who was on the truck at the time 
of the accident testified that as they neared this trestle, 
he saw the employe climbing a ladder which would bring 
him to a height above the trestle and that he shouted 
twice to him to “look out” but the fireman evidently did 
not hear him as he continued to ascend. 

The lower Court held the dependents of this deceased 
employe entitled to recover the damages sued for, but 
the higher Court reversed this verdict, explaining the 
law on the subject, as follows: 

“It is conceded that the firemen were engaged in a govern- 
mental duty and the city is not liable for any negligence on their 
part. He mounted the truck at the proper place and, if 
he had remained there, could have ridden through in safety 
under the trestle or elsewhere. But, for some inexplicable cause, 
he left his place of safety and voluntarily climbed over the rail- 
ing of the rapidly moving truck, this was not in connection with 
any duty of the fire department or in obedience to the request of 
any of its members.” 

Also, in the leading case of Long vs. Mayor, etc., of 
City of Birmingham, 49 So. 881, it was disclosed that 
fireman was injured by falling from an extension ladder 
while in the performance of his duties. He brought 
suit to recover damages, contending that the city was 
liable for failing to furnish him with safe instrumentali- 
ties with which to perform his duties as a fireman. 

The Court, however, held the fireman not entitled to 
recover for the injuries, stating the law, as follows: 

“It may be conceded that the employer’s liability act applies 
to municipal corporations, except where such corporations are 
engaged in the discharge of governmental duties, that is to say, 
in the exercise of powers conferred for the general public good, 
as distinguished from those conferred for the private advantage 
of the corporation. That the power, in the exercise of 
which municipal corporations maintain and operate fire depart- 
ments, is classed by the overwhelming weight of adjudicated cases 
as among those governmental powers which are granted for the 
public good, and so, as to it, municipal corporations accorded 
exemption from the general rule must depend upon 
considerations of a sound public policy, which would relieve them 
of the disadvantages and pre A cease Beers of responsibility for 
those inevitable miscarriages which attend the performance of 
duties at once so difficult, so urgent, and so important.” 





Seagrave Salesmen Gather for Company Convention 


The sales organization of the Seagrave Corporation Be athered in Columbus 
for a sales convention that lasted two days. A. G. Crouse, at the extreme 
right of the group, is believed to be the oldest fire apparatus salesman in 
the United States. He has been selling Seagrave apparatus for thirty 
years and he is still going strong. In appreciation of his thirty years of 
service, the company has given him a leave of absence and a trip to Florida 
where he and his wife will spend part of the winter. After this vacation, 
Mr. Crouse will resume his duties as Ohio representative of the Seagrave 
Corporation. 
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The Rookie’s Physical Requirements 


1144) 


(Continued from page 


of nervousness. This is the type of the older men in 
the Department—men who accustomed to run 
after the apparatus to attend fires long before their 
appointment, and not the wax mustached, anemic, white- 
collared, ribbon counter type who is a frequent appli- 
cant The latter joins the department more for 
the money than for any interest in the calling. 


were 


today. 


Careful Examination for Vision and Hearing 


Of paramount importance is the careful examination 
of the and hearing. It is 
applicant should not be accepted who has not normal 
eyesight and normal hearing. This is true not only for 
the applicant, but also these special senses must be 
examined at regular Especially should the 
vision and hearing of those who drive fire apparatus 
be examined at frequent intervals. No man who wears 
glasses should be allowed to drive fire apparatus. Wind 
shields cannot be used on fire apparatus and vision of 
the driver with glasses is impaired in snow, sleet and 
rain. He not only endangers himself, but also endangers 
the members of the truck or engine company which he 
is driving. 

Color blindness should be cause for rejection. It is 


vision needless to say an 


intervals 


surprising how many drivers of automobiles are color 
blind and cannot recognize the colors of the _ traffic 
lights. 


Disease of the Nervous System 


for evidence of disease of 
the nervous system of applicants is essential. There 
should also be a periodical examination of all the men 
in the Department for nervous disease, 
especially those who are driving motorized apparatus, 
\t our last periodical examination we found a driver 
of one of our engines was suffering from locomotor 
ataxia. 


\ thorough examination 


evidence of 


It is not my intention to prolong this paper by a too 
lengthy discussion of our problems. Our standards have 
been printed. There are two factors which should be 
mentioned; namely, the condition of the lungs and the 
condition of the heart as causes of rejection. 


Heart and Lungs Must be Sound 


It is almost needless for me to say that the work of 
the fireman is very strenuous. His daily work brings 
him in contact with smoke. Smoke may be impregnated 
with illuminating gas, with the fumes of chemicals such 
as ammonia, acids, etc. Many of our older firemen 
can withstand smoke far better than the newcomer. 
Modern paraphernalia such as the oxygen helmet, etc., 
lessens to a great extent the danger to the lungs from 
smoke and fumes of chemicals when inhaled. Owing 
to this great strain on the heart and lungs these organs 
above all others should be in good physical condition 
when the applicant is accepted. The narrow, hollow- 
chested, thin, lanky, emaciated, anemic applicant does 
not make the good fireman. His chest must be broad 
and deep and his expansion good. There can be no 
suspicion of lung trouble such as tuberculosis, asthma 
or chronic bronchitis. An old tuberculosis may readily 
be alighted up at the first fire he attends. We employ 
every means available, including the x-ray, to eliminate 
the possibility of accepting any man with suspicion of 
disease of the lungs. 

Heart same category. The Fire 
Department is hard on a man’s circulation; that is, on 
his heart and blood This 


disease is in the 


vessels. is due to constant 
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nervous and physical strain coincident with the work. 
It would be impracticable for me to discuss with you 
the question of blood pressure. Suffice it to say that 
no man should be accepted in the Department who has 
evidence of heart disease or abnormal blood pressure. 

We require that every applicant have his blood ex- 
amined before appointment and any evidence of syphilis 
is cause for rejection. 


Standards Must Be Maintained 


There are many people who feel that we are too strict 
and too severe with our examination. The politician 
wants his constituent appointed and cannot understand 
what he considers obstinacy on our part. We are ob- 
stinate in maintaining our standard not only to protect 
the taxpayer, but also to protect your pension funds 
and the applicant himself. Why endanger the life of a 
man who has heart disease or a healed tuberculosis by 
accepting him into the Fire Department when we know 
we will shorten his life by years, even though the appli- 
cant at the time is anxious to take the chance. He 
wont be grateful when his health is ruined. 

Don't consider your medical officer as many were con- 
sidered in the Army. Many of you who were in a 
branch of the service during the war realize that when 
a soldier or sailor went to the doctor all that he expected 
was: “Give him a dose of oil and mark him duty.” 
Our Association of Police and Fire Surgeons and Medi- 
cal Directors of Civil Service Commissions wishes to: 
cooperate with you to eliminate some of the dangers 
coincident with your work, to assist you in the main- 
tenance of your health and to make your working sur- 
roundings more healthy and more sanitary. Our asso- 
ciation is young, but with your cooperation it will grow 
and become stronger. I want those of you who have 
a medical officer in your department at home to suggest 
or urge him to join our association. In like manner 
tell your Fire Commissioner or Director of Public 
Safety of our objects. 

The interest which has kept me in the Fire Depart- 
ment for twenty-one years was inherited from the 
friendship of that wonderful surgeon and friend of the 
fireman, Dr. J. Chalmers DaCosta. No meeting of any 
group of firemen would ever be complete without due 
homage and gratitude being paid to Dr. DaCosta. Many 
of you passed his house in line of parade and saw that 
grand man sitting on his front step cheering the fire- 
men as they passed. He is the Dean of the medical 
officers of the fire service. It has been the interest of 
men like DaCosta of Philadelphia and Archer of New 
York which has been the source of inspiration and 
encouragement to me in my work. You can have a 
DaCosta in your city or you can have an Archer, but if 
he does not receive cooperation from the executive 
officers of the Fire Department there can be no assured 
success. 


Blaze Does Not Stop Work on Toys 


With toys in their hands, firemen of Engine Company 13, 
Portland, Ore., rushed to answer a fire alarm. Previous to 
the alarm, the inen had been working on the reconstruction of 
toys that would be distributed to the poor children for Christmas 
gifts. Some of the toys had been placed on the running boards 
of the apparatus. With no time to clear the apparatus, the 
men held on to the toys—some holding a doll’s head so that 
the glue could set, and some continued to work on the toys 
as best they could. The men were soon back at their recon- 
struction work for the call was prompted by a small blaze. 


Pueblo, Col., Awaits New Ladder Truck—A new ladder 
truck was purchased some time ago by Pueblo, Col., and delivery 
is expected soon. 
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Newest Designs Highest Quality 
Specializing in badges and insignia equipment for every fire 
department need, the EVERSON-ROSS line, known for 
its fine quality of materials and workmanship, offers a large, 
up-to-date selection to suit the most discriminating taste. 
Before you buy— 
Write for our Fire Department Badge Catalog No. 32 


EVERSON-ROSS 


88 Chambers St., New York 














BRAXMAR 


BADGES 


have been the recognized 
standard for fire departments 
for almost 50 years. Used 
everywhere. More than 900 
designs. Send for illustrated 
catalog and prices. 


C. G. BRAXMAR CO. 


242 W. 55th St., N. Y. C 






















Efficiency demands hard suction always 
when suction hose is used 


The New 


NATIONAL STANDARD THREADLESS 


Shift Coupler 


connects Instantly to Pumper 


Any size Suction Hose 








This 5” Hard Suction is Connected 
By One Man Instantly 
With One Shift of the Lever 


At Bayonne, N. J. 


where every pumper is equipped with 
Shift Couplers. 


Why take chances with soft suction? Soft Suc- 
tion is a substitute to avoid the delay and labor 
of connecting threaded couplings on hard suction. 
That alibi is not longer needed. 


The Shift Coupler is guaranteed to hook up hard 
suction instantly to the suction intake,—a guar- 
antee based on years of fire fighting service in 
large cities and small town departments. 
Write for records of service, fire chiefs’ 
and engineers’ endorsements and descriptive 
literature. 


Manufactured exclusively by 
National Standard Threadless 
Coupling Corporation 
215-217 Beach 122nd St., Rockaway Park, N. Y. 
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Fire Fighters--- 


Here is a practical, authentic 
course in fire engineering, that 
1. Prepares you for advancement. 


7 1 mrAl > ~ 
Gives you a onplete knowl 


cdde of fre hahtina 


3. Makes civil service and pro- 
motional examinations easy. 
+. Gives you an opportunity to 


“cash im” on your spare time 
while on duty. 


NOWLEDGE is power \ knowledge of 

the fundamental principles pertaining to 

fire protection and hire prevention 1s 
indispensable to the efficient fire fighter. 


Do you possess this knowledge? Are you 
familiar with all the scientific and fundamental 
principles pertaining to the fire service? Aré 


you prepared for the next Civil Service Pro 
motional examination 


Knowledge is acquired through supervised 
study By enrolling in the University or Fret 


I. NGINEERING, for a study of the course in fire 
engineering, you will receive personal instruction 
from competent instructors Thus you will 
acquire a knowledge of all of the fundamental 


principles pertaining to fire protection. 


The Instruction Service is conducted through 


correspondence, enabling you to utilize your 
spare time while on duty, for study. Prepare 
yourself NOW for promotion—re PREPARED for 
the next examination The Course and Instruc 
toin Service are prepared and supervised by men 


who have a background ot practical experience 
and training as well as scientific knowledge 


Enroll now in the University or Fire Ena 
NEERING for a study of the course in fire engi 
neering Use the attached coupon for further 
mtormation DO IT NOW 


University of Fire 
Engineering 


“The National University for Firemen’ 
OUR SECOND SUCCESSFUL YEAR 


Registration Department 


921 Central Bldg. 108 W. Sixth St. 
Los Angeles, California 


UNIVERSITY OF FIRE ENGINEERING 
921 Central Building 

108 W. Sixth Street, 

Los Angeles, California 


Gentlemen Please r me ti il information regarding 
the course in fire 


Name 








LARKIN Fire Department Supplies 


in Service Wherever Fires Are Fought 


Our general line of equipment includes every 
fire department supply of merit. | 


Larkin shut off nozzles alone are in service in 
over 5,000 fire departments in U. S. and Canada. 


Give us an opportunity of quoting on your next 
requirements. Let us send you our general 


catalog. 
THE LARKIN MANUFACTURING CO. 
Established 1898 DAYTON, OHIO 








A five hundred | 
room hotel lo- | 
cated in the 
down-town sec- | 
tion—only three | 
blocks from the 


“circle” 





Excellent parking man Fo aaa | 


and 
INDIANAPOLIS 


garage facilities 
Wm. A. Holt, Proprietor | 














Distributor 
for Porter 
Life and Drill 
Nets in use in all leading fire 
departments. Also for FYRE- 
FREEZ — The latest outfit 
to extinguish fires quickly and 
without injury to anything. 
And for BLANCHARD FLEXI-COTS — the 
latest in stretchers. 

Have you a Blanchard Angle Nossle? 


ARTHUR H. BLANCHARD 
25 Hampshire Street :: Cambridge, Mass. 



























When in the Market 


for New Equipment 


please write us and we shall be glad to have 
the right manufacturers provide you with 
complete specifications and prices for your 
consideration. This service won't cost a 
cent nor place you under any obligation 
whatever. We just want to cooperate both 
with you and with manufacturers in every 
possible way. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 
225 W. 34th St., N. Y. C. 
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PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 











West Monroe, Ouachita Co., La. has 
A bond issue to the amount George Clinton, Chief 
of $15,000 will be voted upon Newburg, Jasper Co., lowa— 
shortly for purchase of new Fire department was organized 
tire apparatus, according to here 
reports. DeWitt, Clinton Co. Towa— 
Cleves, Hamilton Co., Ohio—At Funds are being raised for the 
recent election city voted in purchase of new piece of fire 
favor of a $10,000 bond apparatus, according to reports. 


been organized here, 


issue 


for purchase of fire apparatus. Hudson, Saint Croix Co., Wis.— 
New Haven, New Haven Co., City Council and fire depart 
Conn.—City recently purchased ment considering purchase of 
two Seagrave hose cars for fire new piece of fire apparatus. 
department El Paso, El Paso Co., Tex.— 
Alhambra, Los Angeles Co., Calif. Committee appointed to out 
bids for furnishing fire line civic needs made following 
apparatus for local depart- report on fire department. 
ment were rejected. New bids Present fire alarm system in 
will be invited in the near stalled in 1890. Additional fire 
future, according to reports. station is required and addi 


Danielson, Windham Co., Conn.— tional new apparatus. 
teports state movement has 


been started for better fire pro 





—— ie 5. WOCay Saree Position Wanted 

0 rire ept. . - 

Smithton, St. Clair Co., m—. Young man 25 years of age, four 
Village considering organiza- Y4™S experience in Class B fire de 
tion of a volunteer fire depart partment, wishes positien in City of 
ment, purchase of equipment ‘Tem 20,000 to 40,000 population, 


and erection of a fire station on Cither as driver of 
Main Street to protect villages the ranks 
and surrounding community. 36 So. 
Littleport, Clayton Co., Iowa— 11-28, 
Reports state a fire department 


apparatus or in 
Address, D. Kelley, 
Union St., Burlington, Vt. 
12-12-26. 








Coffee, Gamewell Sales Engineer, Dead 


A. J. Coffee, working 
office of the Gamewell Co., died at the 
an extended illness. 

He is well known by fire chiefs and fire 
has been with the Gamewell Co., 
years. Mr. Coffee was connected 
with various branch offices of the 
company and at one time was district 
sales manager for the Pacific Coast. 
During recent years he served as sales 
engineer in that territory. 

His son, Luen Coffee, is fire alarm 
superintendent at Fresno, Cal. 


sales engineer from the 


he me ot 


San Francisco 
his son after 


alarm superin- 
for thirty-one 


tendents as he 


San Antonio to Convert 
Hose Threads 


San Antonio, Texas, has joined the 
large number of American cities that 
have standardized the threads on fire 
hose couplings. It will be necessary 
to change the threads on 2,700 fire 
hydrants throughout the city, as well 
hose, according to an announcement 
fire and police commissioner. 

The change has been authorized in order to comply with 
efforts under way throughout the entire country to standardize 
threads on fire hose couplings and fire hydrants as well. 

The change in the fire hose will be made under the 
of Chief J. G. Sarran, while that on the fire 
done under the direction of the city water department. 

One of the deciding factors in causing the city to make this 
change is that standardized threads have been adopted by all 
of the army reservations surrounding the city, and in the event 
of a serious conflagration at any of the army or air posts, the 
local fire department would be considerably handicapped in 
rendering assistance. 

San Antonio is the center of the 
found anywhere in the United States. It is the 
of the Eighth Corps Area, and includes Fort Sam Houston, 
Camp Travis, Kelly Field, Brooks Field, Duncan Field, Camp 
Normoyle, (the largest motor repair depot in the army), Dodd 
Field and the new West Point of the air, Randolph lield, located 
fifteen miles east of San Antonio 





The Late A. J. Coffee 


60,000 feet of fire 
made by Phil Wright, 


as on 


direction 
hydrants will be 


Post to be 
headquarters 


largest Army 


A. B. 
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Firebug Gets Life Sentence 


Detroit's most notorious firebug has been 
imprisonment as a fourth-time arson offender. 
law of Michigan, when the record of prisoner 
victions and is brought to the attention of the 
tory that the offender receive a life sentence. 

This firebug is said to have set 201 fires and 
losses to insurance companies. He escaped one sentence 
the judge before whom he had been found guilty 
the date set when sentence was to be pronounced. 


sentenced to life 
Under the state 
shows four con- 
jury, it is manda- 


caused huge 
when 
died before 


New Trade Literature Received 


The following literature descriptive of up-to-date methods 
and equipment for fire department, has just been issued for 
general distribution, and can be procured by writing to the con- 
cern mentioned. Those desiring additional trade literature in 
which they are interested can use our regular “Information for 
Buyers” page, listed in the Advertising Index. 

Mine Safety Appliances Co., Pittsburgh, Pa.: Bulletin No. 
25, an eight page illustrated folder describing a complete 
mine rescue station. It describes the various equipment and 
appliances required and presents other valuable data. 

George D. Roper Corp., Rockford, Ill.—Four page illustrated 
folder describing the new hand transfer pump to make it 
safe to transfer volatile liquids. It is designed to overcome 
the danger of static electricity when such liquids are being 
transferred from one container to another. 


CONVENTION DATES 


FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
Secretary, Chief W. J. Nemeck, 


April 11-13, 1929--ARIZONA STATE 
6th Annual Convention, Yuma, Ariz. 
Douglas, Ariz 

June, 1929--KANSAS 
ASSOCIATIONS 


STATE FIRE CHIEFS’ AND FIREMEN’S 

Tentative date of Conventions and first Fire 
School in Kansas, Newton, Kan. Exact date to be announced later. 
Secretary of both Associations, Chief K. D. Doyle, Wamego, Kan. 

June 12-14, 1929--MARYLAND ST ATE. FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 
37th Annual Convention, Lonaconing, Md. Secretary, George R. 
Lindsay, Hagerstown, Md 

Aug. 7-9, 1929—SOUTHWESTERN ASSOCIATION OF VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN OF NEW YORK. . convention, Falconer, N. Y. 
Secretary. Royce Alden. Falconer, N. 

Sept. 3-5, 1929-—-KENTUCKY STATE FIREMEN’S 
ist Annual Convention, Ashland, Ky Secretary, 
Render, 303 Speed Bldg., Louisville, Ky. 

Sept. 10-12, 1929—ILLINOIS FIREMEN’S 
Annual Convention, Joliet, Il. Secretary, 
Alsip, Fire Department, en em n, Ill. 

Sept. 17-18--lOWA STATE FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 52nd 
Convention, Red Oak, Ia. Secretary, E. E. Parsons, 


en IATION, 
aptain S. G. 


ASSOCIATION. 42nd 
Assistant Chief Roy W. 


Annual 


Marion, Ia. 


Chelsea, Mass., Has New Ladder Truck—A city service 
ladder truck has been placed in service in Chelsea, Mass. 

Haworth, N. J., Has Puzzle to Solve—Haworth, N. J., has 
learned that it is no simple thing to order fire apparatus. After 


ordering a new pumper, the Borough of Haworth has learned 
that it is too large to go into the firehouse and the borough 
officials are wondering just where to place it. 














Aerial Ladder Delivered to Sidney, Ohio 


A Magirus 85-foot 
Many chiefs inspected this machine 


aerial ladder, has been delivered to Sidney, Ohio 
which was on display at the Interna- 
tional Association of Fire Chiefs’ convention in Philadelphia. The over-all 
dimension of the apparatus is twenty-seven feet, and it can be housed in a 
place that will contain a pumper. Only one man is required to drive and 
operate the ladder—-no tillerman is needed The American Magirus Fire 
Appliance Co. has just issued a new catalogue describing the aerial ladder 
trucks 
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DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES 








Gibsonburg, Ohio, 
apparatus. 


Gibsonburg, O., May Buy Apparatus 
will vote on a bond issue for the purchase of fire 
Homestead Park, Pa., Buys Fire Apparatus—Homestead 
Park, Pa., has purchased a 600-gallon Peter Pirsch pumper. 
Four New Fire Companies for Portland, Ore.—Four 
fire companies will be placed in in Portland, Ore. 
Porterville, Cal., to Erect Drill Tower—The 
drill tower has been planned for Porterville, Cal. 


new 
service 


erection of a 


Hastings, Minn., Has New Apparatus—New fire apparatus 
has been delivered to Hastings, Minn. 

Newton, Mass., to Have New Fire House—A new fire 
house will be erected in Newton, Mass 

Eastchester, N. Y., May Insure Firemen—The board at 


Eastchester, N. Y., are 
Decatur, IIL, 


all firemen. 
Decatur, IIl., 


considering imsuring 


Awaits New Pumper is expect- 


ing delivery of its new Seagrave pumper. 

Wellsville, N. Y., “es Pumper—The Dyke Street Hose 
Company. Wellsville, Y.. has ordered a Sanford 500- 
gallon pumper for $6,000 

Newman,  * Wants More Apparatus—Chief Wade, of 
Newman, Cal., has asked the city council to buy two new pieces 
ot fire conten. 


Portland, Me., to Buy Pumpers—Bids 
Portland, Me., for the purchase 
five-foot aerial ladder 

Coldwater, Mich., May Have Rural Truck—It seems assured 
that Coldwater, Mich., will purchase a chemical car for the 
protection of farm districts near the city. 

San Jacinto, Cal., May Vote on Purchase 
Cal., may call an election to vote 
of more modern fire 


were received by 
of two pumpers and one eighty- 


San Jacinto, 
a bond issue for the purchase 
apparatus and a respirator. 

Sedro-Woolley, Wash. Wants Improvements—Sedro- 
Woolley, Wash., has asked for a new pumper and a fire station 
estimated to cost $40,000 

Wichita, Kans., to Have New Station 
drawn for a new fire station to be 
The building will cost $28,000 

Wellington, O., Raising Funds 
in Wellington, Ohio, to purchase fire 
thon 

Harmon, N. Y., 
chased in Harmon, 
community house. 

Cornerstone Laid for Fire Station in Pittsburgh 
stone has been laid for the combined police and fire 
erected in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Hartford, Conn., to Erect Fire House 
has engaged an architect to draw plans for 
about $110,000. 


been 


Kans. 


Plans have 
erected in Wichita, 


Funds are being raised 
apparatus for rural protec- 


to Have New House—A site 
N. Y., for the erection of a fire 


will be pur- 
station and 


A corner 
station to be 


Hartford, Conn., 
a new fire station to 
cost 
in Fort Worth—A 


lieutenant, 


Lieutenant Examination Held 
tional examination to the office of 
Fort Worth, Tex 

E. Weymouth Tests New Pumper—The 
Seagrave pumper delivered to East Weymouth, 
the Underwriters’ test 

Pumper Delivered to Leonardtown, Md.—A 
pumper has been delivered to Leonardtown, Md. 
hundred gallon booster tank 

Des Moines, Ia., Erect Drill Tower 
let for the erection of a four brick 
Moines, Ia. 

Erie, Pa.. Wants Another Fire House 
West Side section of Erie, Pa., h 
be erected in that district 

E. Texas Firemen Hold Convention—The semi-annual con- 
vention of the East Firemen’s Association was held in 
Huntsville \ number of interesting talks were made. 

La Moille, Ill, Buys Apparatus—A 
apparatus for La Moille, Ill., has been 
lire Ap yparatus Co. 

Watertown, Wis., 
Wis., is expecting the 
present Silsby 


promo- 
has been held in 


new 750-gallon 
Mass., has passed 


600-gallon 
It has a one 


\ contract has been 


story drill tower in Des 


Residents of the 
ve petitioned that a fire house 


Texas 


contract for new fire 
awarded to the Boyer 


Watertown, 
apparatus. The 


Expects New Apparatus 
delivery of Seagrave fire 
apparatus will be sold. 
Peterson Heads ae Belt Firemen 
ex-chief of Ontario, Cal., 


Arthur I. 


Peterson, 
Citrus 


was elected president of the 


Belt Firemen’s Association at San Bernardino. Frank D. Scovel 


of San Bernardino was elected vice-president. 


Lynn, Mass., Establishes Bureau—A fire prevention bureau 
has been established in Lynn, Mass., as the aftermath of the 
recent factory explosion in which nineteen lives were lost. Cap- 
tain John H. Day is in charge of the bureau. 

Firemen Injured in Boston Apparatus Crash—Two fire- 
men were injured when an engine and a ladder company crashed 
while returning from a fire in the West End section of Boston, 
Mass. 

Questions to be Asked on Fireboats and Radio—In the 
forthcoming promotional examinations for the office of deputy 


chiefs in Boston, Mass., questions will be asked on fireboats and 
radio. 
N. Y., to Erect Three Fire Houses on Long Island—Sur- 


veys have been ordered on three sites on which it is proposed to 
erect fire stations on Long Island within the limits of New York 
City. The stations are for Douglaston-Little Neck, Flushing- 
Hillcrest and East Elmhurst sections. 

Fire Captain Killed in St. Louis—A fire captain in St. Louis, 
Mo., died as the result of injuries received when the apparatus 
on which he was responding to an alarm crashed into another 
apparatus answering the same alarm. Four other firemen were 
injured in this accident. 


State Board Against Extra Fire Company—Although the 
plan to have a sixth fire company in Anderson, Ind., was ap- 
proved by the city council, the state tax board has blocked the 
plans of Chief C. G. Alford. The item for the new company 
has been stricken from the budget by the board. 

Kankakee, Ill... Has New Pumper—A 500-gallon Seagrave 
pumper has been delivered to Kankakee, Ill. The apparatus will 
be housed in the new station. A number of the residents have 
donated furniture and household appliances with which to outfit 
the station. 


Ministers Urge Firemen’s Pay Increase—At a conference 
of Baptist ministers held in Philadelphia, resolutions were pre- 
sented urging increased pay for firemen. This action followed a 
talk by a fire department member in which present conditions 
were stressed. 

Chief Vanginot now Inspector of Paris Suburbs—Chief 
Paul Vanginot has been promoted to “Inspector of Fire Depart- 
ments of the Paris Suburbs,” France. The territory, while it 
does not include Paris, includes 78 communes of the Departement 
de la Seine. This includes an area of 80,000 acres with a popu- 
lation of about 2,000,000. 


Los Angeles Bandsmen Have New Badges—Members of 
the Los Angeles Fire Department Band have been presented with 
gold badges and cap insignia by Commissioner Rex W. Laws. 
The musical unit is very active locally. When the football play- 
ers left east to play New York City, the band was on hand to 
serenade the players. 

Keokuk, Ia., Chief Has Long Record—Chief John Ander- 
son of Keokuk, Ia., has celebrated his fiftieth year as a member 
of the paid fire department. Before the paid department was 
established, Chief Anderson was a volunteer fireman. He has 
been chief since 1905. The chief said that he has always been 
a fire fan. 

Bird’s Nest Damages a Mansion—A bird’s nest built in the 
chimney of a disused fireplace was the direct cause of a fire in 
a $100,000 home in Suffern, N. Y. When the fireplace was used, 
sparks commenced to fall from the chimney onto the roof. Fire- 
men who came in response to a telephone call, found the partly 
destroyed bird’s nest. 

Firemen Hampered by Bleaching Gasses—Seventy-five fire- 
men in Baltimore, Md., were affected by gas liberated by wet 
bleaching powder in a warehouse fire. Chief August Emrich 
later learned that a number of industrial plants had large quanti- 
ties of this powder on hand, and he will take steps to see that it 
is stored in accordance with best fire department practice. 

Europe Interested in Pup Fireboats—Commissioner Eugene 
C. Hultman of Boston, Mass., has received numerous inquiries 
regarding the “Pup” fireboats, as the outboard motored fire- 
boats in use in Boston for fighting dock fires are called. One 
inquiry was received from Chief Ernest A. Wilson, Cardiff and 
the other from F, Dudley Fletcher of the Shannon Navigation 
Co., in Limerick, Ireland. A request for plans of the boat was 
also received from Monroe, La. 
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Announcing our new SIRO- DRIFT 


A complete ball-bearing motor. Electric Siren that will not run down your battery. Our SIRO-DRIFT uses about 
two seconds of current out of every sixty. Clutch between Siren and motor that will start an automobile. One trial 


of a SIRO-DRIFT means one hundred per cent equipment. 
The Siren gives best results mounted in front of radiator on the frame or cross-bar. Give size of cross-bar. 
We would be glad to ship a Siren to any City or Fire Chief on trial, transportation prepaid. 

We have a new special Friction Drive Siren for the new Ford. 


B and M 


FRICTION and ELECTRIC SIRENS and SIRO-DRIFT ELECTRICS 
MANUFACTURED BY 


B and M SIREN MANUFACTURING CO. 


Lester H. Miles, Owner 
Los Angeles, California 











931 South Main Street 


SII 
when! 


You are interested in Fire Fighting Equipment 


BOYER 


Builders of equipment to meet your requirements. 
Specializing in Apparatus for Rural Fire Fighting. 


BOYER FIRE APPARATUS COMPANY 














All 


Sizes 


All 


consult: 
Types 














MAXIM dependable equipment gives the service demanded of 
MAXIM apparatus. 


Send for complete information 
MAXIM MOTOR COMPANY, Middleboro, Mass. 
Metropolitan Sales Agents: 
Woodhouse Manufacturing Co. , 156 Chambers St., N. Y. 





Logansport, Indiana 


N an rat JN ~< I he 
DI CCCs 


JOHN H. CLAY, INC. CURE TT cccetec. 


1320 Ridge Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. tured by “Rensselaer’’ are be- 

Established 1864 ing used to fight fire in every 

State of the Union. Made of 
the very best ma- 
terial and workman- 























ship. 
DOOR SPRINGS “The Rolls-Royce among Fire Hydrants” 
ogre gr Mage se Seine Guatte for Gases Spauteg 
n an ut sed throughout the world nce on 
the doors your door opening eonubles cease. They RENSSELAER VALVE Co., 
last a lifetime. Send for Bulletins. TROY, N. Y. 












































: Ae: ads 
{ Bases Ff ad a 


New Victor 


Gas and Fume Mask 


Better Rubber. Longer __ Life. 
Better Fitted. Moulded to Fit the 
Face Better Vision. Renewable 


Lenses. Better Air. Better Work. 

Low Prices. High Quality. } 

Over 5,000 Victor Gas Masks 
in Service 


Full Line Fire Dept. Supplies and 
Equipment 
New 43 Edition Catalog on Request 





The Woodhouse Mfs. Co., Inc. 
156 Chambers St., New York 
D. A. Woodhouse Gosree J. Kuss 








WAUKESHA MOTOR COMPANY 


Pres. and Gen. Mgr Vice Pres. and Treas. a. 
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FALSE ALARMS SS. 
























SAYING IT WITH FLOWERS 


It is not po ible 1 1 publ 


print all of the 
by thoughtful 
Much ot the con must he 


reaadcrs ind col 


Chinese editor has a rejection 
is aimed to be the acme 

“We have read thy manus 
delight By the sacred ashes 
cestors, we swear that we ( 
have reveled in so enthralling 
piece 

“It we printed it His Majest 


peror, our high and might 
would ordain us to take it as 
and never henceforth to print 
interior to it 

‘As it would he impossible t 
equal within 10,000 years, we 
pelled, though 
our action, to return the divi 
scrint, and for doing so we as 


| 


a thousand pardons.” 


| 
i 


Take care of pennies all your 
the dollars you leave will tak 


somebody else. 


AN ASSET 


For over a 
had been arguing 
fire apparatus. A mecting w 
for one afternoon to continu 
where it had been left off 
before. 

The president of the boar 
around the table prior to open 
ten of the discussion He sa 

“Gentlemen, there isn't a 
present.” 

One of the council member 
“Fine! Maybe we can get 
accomplished.” 


over the pu 


shaken vith se 


month, the town 


cation to 


tributor 
ected \ 


, 
slip that 


] ' 
iiteness 


ript with 
ft our at 
er betore 


t master 


, the em 

master, 
1 model, 
anything 


o find its 
are com 
rrow at 
ne manu 
k of thee 


life, and 


e care ot 


fathers, 
rchase ot 
as called 
the fight 
the night 


d_ looked 
ng round 
1 


quorum 


Ss replic d, 
something 


COOLIDGE LAUGHED AT THIS 


Hannibal conquered the Alps, Edison 
harnessed electricity but it remained tor 


Chief Tom Graham of Corvalis, Ore., 
to make President Coolidge laugh. 
Under the guidance of Chief George 


S. Watson of Washington, D. C., the 
group of Pacific Coast chiefs who came 
east to attend the I. A. F. C., had ar- 
ranged themselves in front of the White 
House for a_ photograph with — the 
President 

When the President came out, he 
his appointed place in the group 


took 


Chief Graham said to President 
Coolidge, “There’s one thing we've both 
got anyway, and that’s red hair.” 

And whereupon history and press 


photographers recorded that the President 


laughed 


HE MEANT IT 


The new fire station was the pride of 
the city. It was modern in every respect, 
and even the furniture was up to the 
minute 1 most unusual thing in fire sta 
tion appointments Several local met 
chants donations. One con 
cern had contributed a piano 


had made 


With an eye for the advertising value 
of the move, they wrote and asked the 
station captain for a testimonial. 

And the captain wrote back 

“Gentlemen: It is the finest piano I 


ever leaned against.” 


THE WEAK SPOT 


The whole town was excited over the 
accident. Late at night, while answer- 
ing a call from across the track, the fire 
apparatus was damaged by an oncoming 
train, and two men were injured. When 
came up for trial, the court 
room was packed. The star witness was 
the colored crossing watchman. 

The examining lawyer asked, “When 
you saw the fire engine come down, what 
did you do?” 

“Ah took out my lamp and stood in 
the road and waved it until ah was 
nearly run down by the machine.” 

“You had no trouble in hearing the 
train or fire truck?” 
“No sir.” 


the case 


“What are your duties?” asked the 
examiner. 
“In de day time I takes mah flag and 


waves it and in de night time ah takes 
mah red lantern and waves dat.” 
The railroad won the case. 
Some time later, a railroad official 
called to reward the colored watchman. 
“Well, sah boss; one time ah thought he 
almos’ had me.” 
“Why, what do you mean?” 
‘Ah thought dat de man would ask me 
de lantern was lit.” 


1 


She said that her husband drank beer 
like water. What other kind can he get! 





EXCUSE ME ! 
THERE'S A 









a — 
, . 
at 00-0 ee 
WAie ——S geo ie ~ 


2 —— 
Cc oo? —" I ie 


at fa 











Drawing by “Art” Espey 


Either This Fellow Was Lazy or Else He Needed a Good Rest 


This is a true story! 
as it came 


fire chief As the n 

of the face was plastered with 

department attire and rushed to the fire. And 
chair waiting. Mr. Patience 


Once upon a time there 
On Saturday night, he entered the town barber shop, where the | 


was a man who 


was having his face lathered by the barber, the fire whistle blew. 
soap. The barber hastily 


never hurried and who took life 
varber was also the 
One-half 


replaced his white coat with his ffre 


when he returned, his customer was still in the 
merely turned the other 


cheek, as the barber stropped his razor. 
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EDDY 
Fire Hydrants 


Are given preference by so many fire 
protection and water works men be- 





cause they know that more than half 
a century of experience go into their 
manufacture and they embody valu- 
able and exclusive features. 


Write for the Facts 


| EDDY VALVE CO. 
Waterford, N. Y. 


James B. Clow & Sons, Chicago Agents 
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JACOB REED’S SONS 


Founded 1824 by Jacob Reed 
FIREMEN’S UNIFORMS 


Thoroughly tailored of especially 
selected fabrics. Uniforms that look 
well, wear well and that will give en- 
tirely satisfactory service. 

Reed’s Uniforms are most economi- 
cal because they represent full value 
for the amount expended. 





Write for catalog and prices. 


1424-1426 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
UVEAUUVUNUANCVOULOUOILSNLUUUUULGOULAUUAURAVANOULOA UV LULUTUUVTOUAUU 


SVN 











Clifton Salvage Covers 


Are made of strong, heavy duck and lapped 
seams and are designed of such thickness and 
weight as to be light enough to be handled 
quickly and rigid enough for the most strenuous 
service. They are rubberized on both sides 
with a double coating of a high grade, long 
life, rubber compound. 


CLIFTON SALVAGE COVERS are built to 
stand the heaviest abuse and are used by many 
of the large Protective Departments. 


May we send you further particulars? 


Clifton Manufacturing Company 


Jamaica Plain District zt Boston, Mass. 














RED ARROW SIREN 


1. Double-tone, and of great- 
est carrying power. 


2. Ball bearings throughout. 


3. Accurately machined and 
balanced. 


30 Days’ Free Trial 


Write for Circulars 


DECOT MACHINE WORKS 
Sauk City, Wis. 





Siren with Storm Hood 




















For Personal 
Safety use 


JoMesth 


Smoke and Fume Respirators 








Always ready for 


ee eae Positive protection against 


smoke, fumes and gases. 


| Send for catalogue 


Dontfear Mask Co. 


Station G, Box 168, New York, N. Y. 











MORSE 


FIRE BOAT EQUIPMENT 


Invincible and Callahan Nozzles 


Fire Department Supplies 


are in use throughout the country and 
giving unsurpassed service. 

Every fire official should be fully ac- 
quainted with Morse equipment and have 
our catalog and other descriptive literature 
on file for ready reference whenever con- 
sidering the purchase of new equipment. 
You will find that it pays. 

Write for Catalog 


Andrew J. Morse & Son, Inc. 
221 High St. Established 1837 Boston, Mass. 




















Fire Alarm Signals 
Water Meters 
Compounding Valves 
Stops 
Water Pressure Regulators 


Presses for Lining Service 
Pipe with Cement 

















Novo Acid Jars & Holders 


Union Water Meter Co., Worcester, Mass. 
Incorporated 1868 
every descrip- 
tion, stronger than 
lead and non-cor- 
rosive. Used by r (j i j 
Chemical Tanks and Lally Quick 

Opening and Self-packing Top for Chemical Tanks 
Lally Improved Fire Hose Couplings, Fire 


departments 
throughout the 

Extinguishers and Charges, Fire Hose and 
Fire Department Supplies in General 


country. 
Send for Complete Catalog 


LALLY FIRE APPLIANCE CO. 


Wilmington Brass Co. Wilmington, Del. 
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6 Patented 


Features 


ERICK 
SIREN 


mitting operator to 
sound alarm instantly, 
giving your fire depart- 
ment a chance to get 
the jump on the fire. 
Universal Sound 
Projector 

The Erick Sound Rotor 
and Deflector is built 
to instantly send «6 
Fire Alarm. 






Thorough Weather 
Protection 

Erick Sirens do not 
clog up. Snow and ice 
cannot enter and step 
sounding rotor. Com- 
pletely protected and 
sheltered from outside 
influences 


Features That 
Prove Supremacy Our Free Trial offer 


instant Alarm is made in all sincer- 
Bvery telephone is «a ity. We welcome your 
Gre alarm station, per inquiry. 


ERICK ELECTRIC SIREN CO. 








STATE AND FILLMORE AVE., ST. PAUL, MINN. 





Custom Tailored 
Firemen Uniforms 


Each Garment carefully Tailored in our own 
Factory. 

Lowest Prices. Highest Quality. 

We only use U. S. Government Navy Broad- 
cloth in our uniforms. 

Send for catalogue and information regard- 
ing our easy payment plan. 

Shirts, Belts, Caps, Badges, Raincoats, 
Boots, etc. 


Write for samples 


STANDARD UNIFORM CO. 
637 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


We outfit entire Fire Companies since 1907 




















BI-LATERAL | 
FIRE HOSE 


If you puzehace &. 
LATERAL FIRE H it 
THE BI-LATERAL will increase the value of 
your hose-carrying appa- 
FIRE HOSE co. ratus more than the cost of 
the load of Bi-Lateral Fire 
Hose. 


| 


230 West Randolph St., 


Chicago, Ill. We can load from 25% to 
33% more and when coupled 
with rocker lug couplings the 
Bi-Lateral hose makes an ap- 
paratus one to be proud of 
and as near perfect as pos- 
sible to do quick and effi- | 





cient service. 











ROTARY PUMPS 
FIRE HYDRANTS 


oyalgrous, 


Send for our Complete Catalog 
Agents in Principal Cities 


WATEROUS COMPANY 


St. Paul, Minnesota 











of HALE Rotary Pumps is due to: 


1 The form of the patented Rotor 
Tooth. 
| 2 Automatic Packing. 


7 oan 
| The High Efficiency | 


3 Four bearing pump shafts. 


The design of Hale pumps has been perfected 
through fifteen years of active experience, and 
has resulted in a rugged, highly efficient product. 


HALE FIRE PUMP CO., INC. 
CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 


Manufacturers of Rotary Fire Pumps. 





4 Stainless steel pump shafts. 





Anderson 
-Hale 
Improved 


Quick- 
Acting 
Reliable 





‘ 


FIRE STATION DOOR OPENERS 


Over 1,300 sets of Anderson-Hale Fire Station Door 
Openers in successful use. They provide simple, 
durable, quick-acting ,doors that open inward. No ob- 
struction to sidewalk. Attractive in appearance, cannot 
ong. closes tight, excludes cold, gives clear opening. 

pens from driver's seat or from floor. Many repeat 
orders from users. 


Write for plete informati: 
The Anderson Coupling & Fire Supply Co. 
Mfrs. Motor Fire Equipment and Fire Supplies 
Kansas City, Kansas 



























The New | 
Eastman Deluge Gun 


= The New Eastman Deluge Gun is a 
Portable Turret Pipe that can be used 
on the truck or ground, as may be 
desired. The stream can be operated 
in any direction by one man. 


6x 


—* Samuel Eastman Co. 


Concord, N. H. 




















Saves time - and costly hose 






No. 2 (Capacity 3 to 12 
wy weight each 118 
S. 


No. | (Capacity 3 to 7 
tons, weight each 72 
Ibs.) 


Complete Information of Prices on request 


It’s often necessary to move apparatus at a fire. Automobile 
traffic hates to be held up by a line of hose stretched across 
the right of way. 

Why ruin your hose by driving over it? Or waste valuable 
time cutting off and disconnecting? 

The Wausau Protector is a big time and money saver—easy to 
handle and carry. Order a set today, or write us for particulars. 


Wausau Fire Hose Protector Co. 
1520 Harmon Place, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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Your Catalog Page 


— Fire Protection Equipment and Supplies ee 


Acid Siphons. 
Adaptors for 
Threads. 

Acid Jars and Rings. 

Aerial Ladders, Detachable. 

Aerial Trucks. 

Alarms, Siren, Electric. 

Alarm Systems, Industrial. 

Alarm Systems, Municipal 

graphic. 

Alarms, Thermostatic. 

Asbestos Clothing. 

Badges, Insignias, Buttons, etc. 

Banners, Trumpets, etc. 

Battery Jars. 

14 Battery Zincs for Fire Alarm Bat- 
teries. 

15 Bells, Fire Alarm, Municipal. 

16 Body Equipments. 

17 Boxes, Gongs, Reels, 
Fire Alarm. 

18 Brakes, Air. 

19 Brake Linings. 

20 Brooms, Fire. 

21 Building Materials, 

22 Caps, Firemen’s. 

23 Chains, Non-Skid, Fire Apparatus. 

24 Chassis for Fire Apparatus. 

25 Chemical Engines and Tanks. 

26 Chimney Cleaning Compounds. 

27 City Service Trucks. 


Changing Hydrant 


Tele- 


= 
oo @S4OuUew Ne 


—— 
ene 


Registers, 


Fire Retardant. 


28 Coats & Suits, Firemen’s Quick 
Hitch. 

29 Combination Chemical & Hose 
Cars. 

30 Cutting & Welding Equipment, 
Blow Torch. 

31 Cutting & Welding Equipment, 
Electric. 


32 Deluge Sets. 

33 Door Openers, Fire Station, Auto- 
matic. 

34 Extinguishers, Fire, Soda & Acid. 

35 Extinguishers, Fire, Tetrachloride. 

36 Extinguishers, Fire, Foam. 

37 Extinguishers for Chimney Fires. 

38 Fire Boat Nozzle paul ment. 

39 Fire Department Supplies, General. 

41 Fire Exit Devices, cor Opening. 

42 Fire Alarm Posts. 

43 Fire Escapes, Portable. 

44 Fire Escapes, Rigid. 

45 First Aid Equipment. 

46 Flare Lights. 

47 Flashlights, Hand. 

48 Foam Liquid for Extinguishers. 

49 Gas Masks and Respirators. 

50 Gas & Smoke Helmets. 

$1 Gasoline & Oil Handling Equip- 
ment. 

$2 Goggles, Firemen’s. 

53 Helmets, Metal, etc. 

54 Hose Carts, Reels & Racks. 


ee 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


225 West 34th St., New York City 








What's 


Wanted? 


This page is here to make it 
convenient for you to get complete 
specifications and prices from re- 
liable manufacturers of equipment 
needed for your department. It is 
your page to use freely without 
any obligation. 


To get the information you 
want, just mail in the coupon be- 
low with -your name and address 
and numbers that indicate the 
equipment listed below on which 
you would like descriptive litera- 
ture. 


We will then notify reliable 
manufacturers of your interest in 
such equipment and request that 
they send you complete informa- 
tion. They will gladly do this and 
it will be a pleasure for us to help 
you in this way. No charge what- 
ever! 


For Information on Any Equip- 
ment Not Listed, Write on This 
Page or Use Separate Sheet. 


TEAR OFF HERE 


As a fire protection official I should like to have descriptive 


literature and: complete information mailed to me, without cost 
or obligation, on the equipment indicated by the following numbers: 


Position 


Street 


Hose Clamps. 

Hose, Fire. 

Hose, Chemical. 

Hose Holders. 

Hose Jackets. 

Hose Standardization Tools. 
Hydrant Draining Pumps. 
Hydrants, Fire. 

Jacks for Fire Trucks. 
Jacks, Shoring & Prying. 
Ladders, Fire. 


Lightning Arresters. 

Motorcycles, Fire Dept. Equipped. 

Nets, Life. 

Nozzles, Pipes & Misc. Brase 
Goods. 





Packings, Pumps. 

Pads, Pole Hole. 

Paints, Fire Resisting. 

Priming Ether, Motor 

Pumping Cars, Standard. 

Pumping Cars, Foam. 

Pumps, Fire Apparatus. 

Pumps, Fire Service, Stationary. 

Pumps, Portable, for Fire Protec- 
tion. 

Record Books, Fire. 

Relief Valves. 

Reviving Apparatus, Oxygen. 

Rubber Clothing. 

Searchlights. 

Shingles, Fire Retardant. 

Shirts, Firemen’s Special. 

Sirens, Apparatus Chiefs’ Cars. 

Sliding Poles. 

Soda & Acid Chemicals. 

Spark an Fire Apparatus & 
Motorcycles 

Squad and other Auaiiery Cars. 

Sprinkler Head Shut-Offs. 

Sprinkler Supervisory Service. 

Sprinkler Systems, Automatic, 
Foam. 

Sprinkler Systems, Automatic, 
Water. 

Starters, Fire Apparatus, Auto- 
matic, Air. 

Steam Fire Engines. 

Tarpaulins & Fire Blankets. 

Tetrachloride Chemicals. 

Fina | Equipment, Hydrant. 
Tires, Fire Apparatus, Pneumatic, 
Solid, Cushion and Non-Skid. 

Tractors. 

Traffic Clearing Systems. 

Triple Combination Pumping Cars. 

Uniforms. 

Water Towers. 

Wheels, Cushion. 

wae, Fire Alarm, Compressed 
ir. 

Whistles, Fire Alarm, Steam. 

Whistles, Fire Apparatus. 

Wrecking Trucks. 
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An Unusual Advertisement 
—worth reading. An Unusual Hose 
—worth using. 


“Fabric” “Fabric” 
Features: Features: 
Separable A Wax 
wranpcdrsevin and Gum 


quality tube cemented 
to the fabric because it 
is in complete repose 
when hose is not in 
service. 


Will Not 
Slide or 
Buckle 


—the diameter of the 
tube is reinforced in 
such a way as to elimi- 
nate it. 


treated fabric jacket— 
absolutely waterproofed 
by a _ special method. 
Cannot mildew or rot. 


Other New 


Features— 


The strands are “‘cabled” 
by a new process. The 
Durability of Fabric 


Hose is phenomenal. 





| OSE facts of interest to every buyer of fire hose will be found 

in the interesting illustrated booklet issued by the Fabric Fire 
Hose Co., New York, telling not only why Fabric Wax and Para 
Gum Treated Fire Hose is the most practical and efficient hose for 
you to use, but explaining the actual details of its manufacture so 
that you know just what you are buying and why it is superior. 


Write for it—Fabric Fire Hose Co., 9-15 Park Place, New York. 
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the new Mack Six Cylinder 150 Horse Power 
Fire Department Engine meets the demands 
of present day fire apparatus performance. 


The exhibit of this power plant shown above 
was the marvel of delegates at the recent Fire 
Chiefs’ Convention at Philadelphia. The 
mechanical simplicity of the power plant is 
emphasized by the minimum number of 
moving and wearing parts. Its up-to-the- 
minute efficiency is notable in such outstand- 
ing improvements as a crank shaft counter- 
balanced with integral-forged counter 
weights, a manifold with a special intake 
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produces the last word 
in fire apparatus power plants 


In every detail of design and workmanship 


which eliminates crank case dilution, and 
the exclusive high compression Mack offset 
combustion chambers that assure a steady, 
even flow of power for road and pumping 
performance. 


Every Mack fire apparatus, which is equip- 
ped with this power plant, has the most de- 
pendable source of power obtainable for 
road work, pumping engines and other equip- 
ment. In fact, only a Mack power plant is 
good enough for Mack Fire Apparatus. For 
detailed information write to Mack-Inter- 
national Motor Truck Corporation, Fire 


Engine Division, 25 Broadway, New York. 


More than 100 direct Mack factory branches are available to service 
Mack Fire Apparatus in any emergency. 
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the motor crankshaft through 
unfailing design 
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The Barton Pump attaches on the front as shown and can be 
used with almost any make of fire truck. It is driven direct by 


a patented power take-off of 


This Finest of Fire Pumps 
is Also the Lowest Priced 


N its class, 375 gallons per minute 
at standard pressure of 120 
pounds*, the Barton Fire Pump is 

unmistakably the finest equipment to 


be had. 


It has ball bearings, bronze seal rings, 
and an unbreakable bronze impeller. 
Gears operate in a bath of oil; gear box 
water cooled. A centrifugal pump auto- 
matically primed, handling dirtiest of 
water from suction as well as clean 
water at hydrant pressure, thus adapt- 
able for rural protection as well as city 
service. 

You buy proved performance when 
you buy the Barton. Nothing of an 


AMERICAN STEAM 


experiment about it. At fires through- 
out the country, it has shown a value 
even beyond expectations. It is abso- 
lutely dependable and trouble-free. 


Yet, due to its simplicity and the manu- 
facturing facilities behind it, the Barton 
Pump is also the lowest priced—the 
lowest priced by a wide margin, saving 
you hundreds of dollars in first cost. 


Before you buy any new apparatus, look 
into this Barton Pump. It is handled 
by practically all the leading apparatus 
people any one of whom can furnish 
you with full information, or write us 
direct for Bulletin 60. 


* Pressures to 200 pounds available. 
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BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN 


BARTON 


FIRE PUMPS 



































Rockford Fire Department 


On October 
Eleventh, 
Nineteen Twenty-cight 


Fulton Bag & Cotton Mills, 
606 - 614 South Seventh Street, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Gentlemen: 


You may enter our order for 10 Shuredry Salvage Covers 
in line with your recent quotation and ship at your earliest con- 
venience. 


No doubt you will be interested to learn that your covers 
performed some extraordinary service for the City of Rockford after 
the recent tornado had wrecked a. creat nuxber of Rockford’s homes 
and factories. The storm caused a damage of $1,500,000.00 but would 
have far exceeded that amount had we not taken every precaution to 
safeguard all property after the storm had abated. That havoc was 


in evidence which usually occurs thru a cyclone. 


Our départment was on the job with all promptness. We 
used every available Shuredry Cover to protect property from the 
elements. Covers were spread over furniture in hones, over roofs, 
to close up holes in structures where walls had fallen, and in the 
many other instances where covers could be used advantageously. 
Our stock now consists of a hundred cover? and we immediately dis- 
patehed men to Chicago where we obtained a large number of Shure- 
iry from the Chicago Insurance Patrol. 


All in all, we have performed a real service to the 
people of Rockford. We believe we have demonstrated efficiency to 
taxpayers. We have, xe feel sure, demonstrated that we are 
° , to go the limit to safeguard the public’s interests, 
ave ins e high regard in the hearts of our people thru 

se ne Shuredry Cover. We take pleasure in 


Yr 


t 
h 
u 


for your telegram in 
the storm, we remain 


Respectfully yours, 


ROCKFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT 
— 


oy Acmatd bade 
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